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MOUNTAIN LAKES
MEDICAL CENTER

Your hometown hospital committed to excellence.

SERVICES
Level 4 Trauma Center e Emergency Services ® Surgical Services ® Physical Therapy
* Diagnostic Imaging ® Swing Bed Therapy ¢ Laboratory ¢ Infusion Therapy ® Pain Clinic

CONTACT
Phone: Main 706.782.3100 / Scheduling 706.782.0464
wwww.mountainlakesmedicalcenter.com

MOUNTAIN LAKES
MEDICAL CENTER

Physicians Group@

162 Legacy Point, Clayton, GA
(located at the hospital)

Primary Care * Wellness Care e Chronic Diseases
Dr. Michael Hollifield, MD o Treat Flu, and Colds ¢ Acute/Non-Acute Visits
Scheduling: 706.960.9533 Physicals e Minor Cuts, UTI’s etc.

Ontolaryngologist, ENT * Tonsillectomy
Dr. Keith Jackson * Rhinoplasty
Scheduling: 706-782-0478

e . -
— * Epidural steroid.inj * Nerve blocks

Pain Clinic
Dr. Jerry A. Spivey, MD-— « Facetinjections - * Radiofrequency
Schedullng 706___782-31‘6""‘ e Spinal cord stimulation — 2 Jomt injections

P.P
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Bring Comfort Home.

IN HOME DESIGN SERVICES | EXPERT DELIVERY

PBeautyrest rempum i STEARNS & FOSTER

VISIT US AT WOODSMERCANTILE.COM

’ MONDAY-SATURDAY
9:00 AM-5:30 PM

1475 N. WASHINGTON ST.

ESTD M E R CA N T I L E 1961 CLARKESVILLE, GA 30523




Providing excellent home financing
and service like we always have.

WENDY MOLLY BRANDY  CHANCE
NEWSOME  NICHOLSON YARBER EVANS

2294435 201785 2115141 1640683

706-768-0723  706-499-7639  706-499-8689  770-539-2556

" I S o el | ™ it =l ey e ol
Servinda North Geordida and bevyond.
L - - ¥

172 Professional Park Dr. | Clarkesville, GA | 706-754-HOME
bringing g people
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Traillwave

A Habersham EMC Company

Trailwave is northeast Georgia’s
most reliable broadband service
and the only 100% fiber network!

What does that mean?
* No buffering!

* Ability to serve multiple
devices at the same time
without slowing down!
Works when you need it!
Local tech support!

GET THE SPEED
YOU PAY FOR!

RESIDENTIAL SERVICE RANGES FROM
200 MBPS UP TO 1 GIG SPEED!
RATES AS LOW AS $64.95 PER MONTH!

AN

FOR MORE INFORMATION, k E m -
SCAN THE QR CODE: Trall

OR CONTACT US AT: AHabersham EMC Company
706-754-2114 E 6135 HWY. 115 WEST, SUITE 1A
TRAILWAVE.COM - CLARKESVILLE, GA 30523



ONE UNFORGETTABLE EXPERFENCE-",

DAHLONEGA RESORT

Get away entirely at our
M 72-acre resort where you can enjoy
luxurious suites, endless breathtaking scenery,
D AH LON E G A fine wines and delicious cuisine.
Our attentive staff respects your space and

privacy so you can relax, rejuvenate

and recharge completely.

400 BLUEBERRY HILL,
DAHLONEGASRESORT.COM DAHLONEGA, GA 30533 KAYAVINEYARDS.COM

ENJOY AN UNFORGETTABLE DINING EXPERIENCE AT ANY OF OUR UNIQUE LOCATIONS.
MADELINE MEDON, Executive Chef

While I've been cooking professionally for over 18 years at many esteemed venues, the last
10 have been dedicated to the North Georgia Wine Region. As the Corporate Executive Chef
( \ over all 3 of our locations and Honeybrook Catering, I've fallen in love with the area, the mountains
and the people. Whether our guests or your guests, my number one goal is to deliver top notch
womybmk service with food that will keep them talking long after the evening has ended.
CATERING 747 Duncan Bridge Road Sautee Nacoochee, GA 30571

[
S 706-200-6089 * honeybrook.catering@gmail.com * www.honeybrook.cc
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KAYA VINEYARD & WINERY

Nestled atop a ridge offering exquisite
panoramic views, Kaya Vineyard & Winery
features wines made from estate-grown
grapes which are hand-harvested and
gently processed on-site. From Chardonnay
and Viognier to Touriga and Merlot,
come sample all our Tasting Room
has to offer today.

5400 TOWN CREEK ROAD,
DAHLONEGA, GA 30533

AMAZING WORK. BEAUTIFUL SET UP. DELICIOUS FOOD.
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SYLVAN VALLLEY

LODGE & CELLARS
SYLVANVALLEYLODGE.COM

SYLVAN VALLEY LODGE & CELLARS

Located along the Unicoi Wine Trail,
Sylvan Valley Lodge and Cellars offers an
ideal base from which to explore the
mountains of North Georgia. No matter
if you’re a guest for a weekend wedding
or a week- long Wine Country excursion,
our friendly and knowledgeable staff are
committed to making your stay a special one.

747 DUNCAN BRIDGE ROAD,
SAUTEE, GA 30571
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Peach trees bloom in mid-March at
Grier Peach Orchard in Alto. photo/
Zach Taylor
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Nationally renowned trial attorneys
serving Georgians since 1970.

CATHEY & STRAIN

Cathey & Strain, LLC has been successfully serving clients across the entire State
of Georgia for over 50 years in the field of catastrophic injury and wrongful
death cases. The attorneys at Cathey & Strain have been repeatedly recognized
in national legal publications for their expertise in the fields of medical
malpractice, defective products, and trucking cases. All attorneys at Cathey &
Strain have consistently been invited by the State Bar of Georgia to host and
speak at continuing education seminars to teach other attorneys how to handle
injury cases. Cathey & Strain prides itself on deliverinrg unmatched results and
unmatched personal relationships with and empathy for its clients.

649 IRVIN ST, CORNELIA, GA

706-778-2601 catheyandstrain.com



Clockwise from left, Lavon Callahan, Janet Martin, Andrea Richardson and Barbara Rice work on separating and potting plants in the Victory Home greenhouse.

Growing strong

Headwaters Master Gardeners
partner with Victory Home

Story and photos by Kimberly Brown

Most gardeners know that “playing in the dirt”
can be therapeutic for body, mind and soul.

A gardening project managed by Headwaters
Master Gardeners at Victory Home in Tallulah Falls
provides that therapy.

The partnership includes a greenhouse, a hoop
house and a shade house on the Victory Home prop-
erty. Victory Home is a Christian nonprofit residen-

Pots of blue star creeper grow lush and green in the greenhouse at Victory Home.

12 Hello Habersham | 2024



tial men’s drug and alcohol rehabilitation facility.
It can house up to 21 men, and usually there are
13 to 17 residents.

The greenhouse is used to propagate plants for
sale, the hoop house is used to grow vegetables
for food used in the Victory Home cafeteria, and
the shade house is used to keep delicate plants
out of the hot sun.

Master Gardeners is a program of the Univer-
sity of Georgia’s Extension Service, and Head-
waters Master Gardeners includes White, Rabun
and Habersham counties.

Managing the greenhouses at Victory Home
allows the Master Gardeners to put into practice
skills they learn in the classroom.

“It has provided a hands-on opportunity for
our Headwaters Master Gardeners to learn about
plant propagation,” said Steven Patrick, Haber-
sham County Extension coordinator. “Plant
material is then sold, which provides money for
community programs, scholarships and for Vic-
tory Home.”

Kathy Booker has been a Master Gardener
since 2011, and she is currently coordinator for
the Victory Home program. She said it took a
few years for the project to take hold, but now
Victory Home residents enjoy working in the
greenhouses.

“It’s added a whole new dimension to the proj-
ect,” she said. “We all love playing in the dirt.”

Each year, the group propagates hundreds of
houseplants, shrubs and trees, including many
natives. Some of the plants are sold during an an-
nual plant sale, while others are used for stream
bank restoration projects.

Patrick said having a source of low-cost trees
and other plants for stream bank restoration is
another benefit to the program.

“We're trying to mesh the stream bank work
I've done for years and years with the Master
Gardeners, and the therapeutic gardening (at
Victory Home),” he said.

The benefits to Victory Home residents are
also great, Patrick said.

“They learn skills, they get to meet people that
care, and they know the plants being raised are
important for their program,” he said.

Victory Home Executive Director Mark Beach
agrees.

“For a lot of our guys, it teaches them skills,
and it allows them to interact with others (the
Master Gardeners),” he said. “That’s good for
them, because these women really care about
them, and they sense that. They’re able to share
their stories with someone who will listen.”

“It’s been a great project for both of us,” he
added. “It’s worked well.”

The gardening “exposes them to something

Whatever occasion, it is always a
pleasure at Jewelry Expressions to
create beautiful and meaningful
jewelry just for you.

Jewelry Expressions

THE ART OF FINE |[EWELRY

HANS ALLWICHER / GOLDSMITH
OVER 50 YEARS EXPERIENCE

/706-894-1288

269 HABERSHAM VILLAGE CIRCLE
CORNELIA, GEORGIA
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they’ve never been ex-
posed to before,” Beach
said. “And it gives them
an appreciation. They
get to watch something
come from nothing.
They watch [the plants]
grow, and they get to be
a part of that.”

Patrick said eventu-
ally he wants to include
teaching the residents
how to install land-
scapes, something that
will be a marketable
skill, in addition to
learning how to care for
the plants in the green-
house.

Though the partner-
ship started in 2019, it’s
gained momentum in the
past two or three years,
_ Patrick said. It began

t Fol= with an abandoned
150 Palm SPrings D., Alo, GA + 106 9683207 a e A
www. palmsprmgsplumbmgandseptlc com the Master Gardeners

24 Hour Emergency Service Available brought back to life.
“Last year we built a

BODY SHOP

BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS
OF LANIER

Celebrating 70 years!

Proundly serving thousands of children across 25
club sites in the city of Buford,
Hall, Habersham, & Forsyth counties.

Learn more about our amazing
programs and iniatives,

find afterschool & summer camp
enroliment information,

or check out our awesome

sports & enrlchment opportunltles
today at boysgirisclubs.com!

hoop house to produce
food for the men,” he
said. “This year we
built a shade house and
installed irrigation.

The shade house will
increase our capacity to
deliver trees and shrubs
for stream bank and
watershed restoration
projects. We also in-
stalled irrigation for the
plants and a sidewalk to
improve accessibility.”

The hoop house was
built with a grant from
the Chestatee-Chat-
tahoochee Resource,
Conservation and Devel-
opment Council, Patrick
said.

Booker said the Victo-
ry Home residents who
work in the garden are
hard workers who don’t
mind helping with heavy
labor, and they love to
learn about planting and
growing.

She said the Headwa-

[
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ters Master Gardeners
group is “very lucky” to
have the greenhouses at
Victory Home.

“We’re very lucky,
because there are other
groups who would love
to have what we have,”
she said. “It’s a great
project.”

In addition to the Vic-

tory Home project, Head-

waters Master Gardeners
also maintain pollinator
gardens at several area
libraries and churches,
they have worked on
projects at the Old
Clarkesville Cemetery
and Habitat for Human-
ity homes and they hold
regular classes.

Potential Master Gar-
deners must finish the
course of study, then in
the first year, complete
50 hours of community
gardening service, then
25 hours per year after
that.

Jonathan Twitty, Mike Callihan and Michael Staton work on the area out5|de the greenhouse at Vlctory Home.

Because so many
plants are propagated at
Victory Home each year,
Headwaters Master
Gardeners can always
use donated pots, such as
plastic pots from store-
bought plants. If you
have pots to donate, take

them to the Habersham,
Rabun or White County
Extension Service offices
or to Victory Home in
Tallulah Falls.

This year’s plant sale
will be held Wednesday
through Saturday, May
8-11, 9 a.m. until 4 p.m.

at the Victory Home
campus.

For information about
Headwaters Master
Gardeners, visit Head-
watersMasterGarden-
ers.org. For information
about Victory Home,
visit VictoryHome.org.

..nv_.-
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Handmade fresh DAILY at all of our locations!

" .

YOUR CATHEAD BISCUIT HEADQUARTERS!

COME SEE WHY THE
LOCALS CHOOSE US
FOR BREAKFAST!

Grill = Chill.

n@%ﬁﬂgh

Clarkesville - 706 754 4060 - Cornelia - 706 778 2233 - Baldwin - 706 776 7487 - Alto - 706 778 0828
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The signs of a

health
‘hear%/’

As ‘heart of Habersham,
changes in Demorest
quicken its pulse

Story and photos
by Zach Taylor

Demorest, a city known for its continuous
efforts toward urban development, is
currently working on enhancing its
downtown areas and parks, as well as its
water and sewer systems, building up the
strength of the “heart of Habersham.”

The city has planned several projects,
including renovating the infrastructure
surrounding the post office and establishing
a new restaurant, Holden Oversoul Kitchen
and Oyster Bar. This restaurant is the
brainchild of Jamie Allred, who is known
for his innovative and exquisite cuisine. The
restaurant is slated to be an oyster bar where
one can savor delicious farm-to-table meats
and produce.

With its unique concept and delectable
offerings, Holden Oversoul will surely be a
hit among food lovers in the city. Allred has
announced plans to open Holden Oversoul
at the newly renovated Demorest City Hall
building in March 2024. The establishment
will feature a 32-seat dining room and a nine-

16 Hello Habersham | 2024



Jamie Allred stands in front of
the ‘coming soon’ sign to his
new farm-to-table restaurant in
Demorest.

LEFT: Comfortable chairs
and leather couches with
coffee tables furnish the
interior of Farmhouse
Coffee in Demorest.

Demorest Springs Park now has modernized bathrooms and fresh
landscaping to prepare for the spring and summer months.

seat bar, offering patrons a comfortable and
intimate dining experience with kitchen views.
The city of Demorest has recently made
notable improvements to its downtown park.
One of the most significant upgrades is the
addition of modernized bathrooms, which
provide visitors with comfortable facilities

AMANDA STEWART SHIELD TEAM
PROUDLY SERVING NORTHEAST
GEORGIA SINCE 1979

We would love the opportunity to serve you.

Call us today for all of your real estate needs!

706-499-1029

WWW.AMANDASTEWARTREALESTATE.COM
132 EAST WATER STREET CLARKESVILLE GA 30523

A S LANIER

'\.'mll.\||\\||'.n||| mes
meve rean | KELLERWILLIAMS.
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during their stay in the

park. Additionally, the park
has undergone a stunning
landscaping makeover,

with pine straw around the
trees and beautiful flowers
enhancing the park’s natural
beauty. These changes have
made Demorest’s downtown
park an even more attractive
destination for locals,
Piedmont University students
and tourists alike.

The Demorest Water Works
Department is making plans to
prepare for the future, following
the recent acquisition of land
for the construction of a new
water and sewer facility on State
Highway 365. The upcoming
facility will have cutting-edge
monitoring equipment to
ensure a smooth and efficient
water supply throughout the
city of Demorest.

Additionally, the facility
will have advanced filtration
systems that will improve the

quality of water supplied to Barista Trey Fuller brews a drink at Farmhouse Coffee in Demorest.

CONTINUING A LEGACY OF TRUST
WITH YOU AND YOUR FAMILY!

FES
I

Hate Cleaning?
WE LOVEIT!

" READERS' -
- "CHOICE -

- 2024 :

The Northeast Georgiam

7K

Cleaner Living BEST
Home and Office CTEA’.EER

Call us for a consultation!

. . . ; Hillside Memorial Chapel
o Residential e Office isaleBrating 47years I

e Vacation Rentals
¢ Boathouses ® Moving
e Real Estate
¢ New Construction

Get Clean. Stay Clean. Live Clean. 5495 Highway 197 South, Clarkesville GA. | 706-754-6256

0 0 hillmemchap@gmail.com | Obituary News Line 706-754-2800
www.cleanerlivinghome.com

WWW.HILLSIDEMEMORIALCHAPEL.COM
18 Hello Habersham | 2024

service to the Habersham
County community.




residents. Upgraded hardware will distribute water
across the area, making the system more reliable.

Farmhouse Coffee is a beloved establishment that
has become a go-to spot for Piedmont University
students and Habersham locals. The cozy cafe takes
pride in its freshly ground espresso shots, which
are guaranteed to perk you up and get you going.

In addition, Farmhouse Coffee offers homemade
gluten-free breakfast and snack options that are a
hit among health-conscious customers. For those
with a sweet tooth, the decadent treats are sure to
satisfy any craving. Farmhouse Coffee is a great
place to grab a quick breakfast or enjoy a refreshing
afternoon pick-me-up. Whether you’re in a hurry
or looking for a cozy spot to study, Farmhouse
Coffee is the perfect choice.

Sweet Breads is a highly acclaimed restaurant
famous for its eclectic menu and unique ambiance,
described as “esoteric, bohemian, and emphasizing
all-natural ingredients.” This pet-friendly eatery
welcomes dogs and encourages their presence,
creating a one-of-a-kind outdoor dining experience
on the patio. Sweet Breads differs from your average
restaurant, as it offers live music and serves a
diverse range of dishes, including trout piccata and
portabella-stuffed ravioli.

For more information about Demorest, visit
CityofDemorest.org.

L1358 Woakington Sireet, Clarkewi®e, CA X052
TEX2IO2S0D

o Sl e
"CLASSIC CAR DE 5‘, WE BUY, SELL

AND TRADE MANY CLASSICS AND OFFER

CONSIGNMENT OPTIONS TO OUR CUSTOMERS.

WE ARE ALSO A FULL SERVICE REPAIR AND
RESTORATION SHOP FOR CLASSIC CARS!

215 WASHINGTON ST. * CLARKESVILLE
CLASSICCARDEPOT.ORG * 706.839.1784

DouG NICHOLSON
DPNICHOLSONI946@GMAIL.COM

706 499 2657

WADE RHODES
WRHODES@GONORTON.COM

706 968 8335

4
|

* Comprehensive Exams
with Latest Technology

* Urgent Care including
Sports Injuries

* Lasik & Cataract
Consultations

* Large Selection of
Eyewear & Confact
Lenses

* Friendly, Caring &
Experienced Staff

* High Tech Service
ina Home Town
Environment

* Proud! EarninEYour
SIS Trust Since 1991

King Vision Care
Dr. Holton King * Dr. Timothy Parker

118 VISION DRIVE, CORNELIA, GA 30531
(706) 776-2020 www.kingvisioncare.com




Sample the flavor of

Cornelia’s Big Red
Apple monument
has been a Cornelia
landmark since 1925.
Photo/Julianne Akers

ornelia

By Julianne Akers

Home of the Big Red Apple,
Cornelia is one of the fastest
growing cities in Habersham
County with a bustling
downtown and annual events
like Christmas in the Park and
the Big Red Apple Festival. With
a daytime population of 35,000
people, the city has grown by
over 20 percent since 2010,
said Community Development
Manager Jessie Owensby.

With about 15 eateries in
its downtown, “We're kind
of becoming known as the
foodie district,” Owensby said.
This ranges from steakhouses
like Community Brew & Tap,
Fenders Diner and Fenders
Alley which features live music
on the weekends, and bakeries
and coffee shops throughout
downtown.

Owensby noted the city
is growing outside of the
restaurants and is also an
entertainment district.
Construction on an
amphitheater on the edge of
downtown is aiming to start in
January 2025 to bring diversity
to the downtown scene.

A Fairfield Inn and Suites
will be the newest hotel
opening around the end of
summer.

“It’s going to fill a huge

20 Hello Habersham | 2024



gap that we have,” Owensby
said. “Right now we have a lot
of people who are forced to
stay in hotels in neighboring
cities because we don’t have
enough.”

Another new edition will be a
Michaels craft store opening in
late spring.

With all of the new add-
ons to the city, it also boasts
a rich history that brings
a large tourist population.

This includes the Cornelia
Depot Railroad Museum,
Loudermilk Boarding House &
Everything Elvis Museum and
the Chenocetah Fire Tower
built by the Works Progress
Administration in the 1930s.

Adding to its arts and cultural
scene, a unique landmark in
Cornelia is the Tim Loves Tink
underpass. There’s ongoing
debate on how the saying got
there and what it means, but it
remains a topic of conversation
for the community with a
vast mural project coming to
downtown in its honor.

Lovers of the outdoors
also flock to Cornelia to visit
destinations like Lake Russell
located in the Chattahoochee
National Forest. For over 30
years, the city has worked with
the U.S. forest service and the
Tree City USA program to add
to the sprawling greenery seen
throughout the area.

For more information about
what Cornelia has to offer, visit
www.cornelia.city.

o IS I W G S R PN R

The city of Cornelia
has about 15 eateries
in the downtown
area and is becoming
known as a “foodie
district,” according
to Jessie Owenshy,
Community Develop-
ment Manager. Photo/
Julianne Akers

The Big Red Apple
Festival, held each
fallin Cornelia, is a
longtime event that
brings thousands of
people into the city.
File photo

Ethicon has been a proud member of the Cornelia community
for over 75 years - manufacturing high quality products used in

wound closure, general surgery and aesthetic medicine.

Johnson
&Johnson
Med Tech
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Exceptional leadership

Superintendent, sheriff
celebrated for years of
service to the community

By Matthew Osbhorne

Four-term Sheriff Joey Terrell
and longtime Superintendent
Matthew Cooper have been two
pillars of Habersham County’s
leadership for more than a
decade.

Terrell is coming to the end
of his fourth and final term as
sheriff, while Cooper is in his 12th
year leading Habersham County
Schools. He has not indicated
when he might retire, and his
contract was recently renewed by
the Board of Education.

Both were honored March 12
at the American Values Dinner
presented by the Boy Scouts of
America.

Terrell has put in more than
three decades of work in law
enforcement, including almost 16
years as sheriff.

“It’s overwhelming the amount
of support that law enforcement
gets in our community,” Terrell
said. “When we get honored, we
are humbled by the outpouring,
because you don’t do this job for
accolades and trophies. Being
honored like this is something I
will always treasure when people
thank you for doing a job that is
not always glorious.”

Cooper has been a teacher,
coach, assistant principal and
principal in his long educational
career. He was nominated for
Georgia Superintendent of the
Year in 2019.

“I have been blessed to live and
work in Habersham County for
going on 12 years,” Cooper said.
“This community has been good

Sheriff Joey Terrell and Superintendent Matthew Cooper congratulate each other March 12 after being
named distinguished citizens by the Boy Scouts of America. Photo/Matthew Oshorne

to me professionally and it has
also been good for my family. All
three of my children graduated
from Habersham Central High
School. I am thankful that they
graduated from one of the best
public high schools in our state.
I often say that if I thought
there was a better place to work
I would be trying to get there.
The reality is that Habersham
County is the best place. There
is no place I would rather be. I
have been supported by many
key leaders in our community
and I am grateful. Our parents
here in Habersham value public
education and they love their
children. Having good parents is
important to a superintendent.
Back when I was going through
the superintendent’s academy,
I wondered where I might have
the opportunity to serve. I sure
am glad it ended up being here in
Habersham County.”

The two leaders who have made

a major impact on Habersham
County have a strong mutual
respect.

“Mr. Cooper has done a lot for
our school system,” Terrell said.
“He has spent his life building
his own all-around education,
and he is all in when it comes
to our students and providing
the best environment for them
to learn. He cares about them
and that makes him a great
superintendent.”

“As a citizen, superintendent,
and as a dad, I appreciate a
strong sheriff like Joey Terrell,”
Cooper said. “Sheriff Terrell
has been a friend of our school
system. He has placed great
value on the children of our
county and he has made their
safety a priority. I respect him
as a Sheriff and as a person.
Our schools are no doubt safer
as a result of his leadership and
commitment to the children of
our county.”

22 Hello Habersham | 2024
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8 BRANDS 1 LOCATION 706-776-1144
HayesOfBaldwin.com



- Soque

t U T 7O LAKE

"55“.53‘&“1%;‘_‘2"& R, has something for everyone

g

TO UNICOI " e " —
STATE PARK, ta

& HELEN 4%
i:" Batéwllle @ TO CLAYTON

DR
WHITE COUNTY (" ~ : RABUN COUNTY

,|I ! ¥ =
70 HELEN r 255) | - ( GHATTAHOOCHEE
ESAUTEW ) X ww
ALT. CHATTAHOOC s 5 R o N S
255 i}ﬂEAL FORE&L_ P ' R ,. Fi*.,_
TO HELEN \w o L. (., N | .
i = 2 N II__.' B A \ ..'_ -h. " r A " .

& SAUTEE & ”fz

GH#TI'AH'DQFHEE
NATIONAL FOREST

TO HELEN
& CLEVELAND

BANKS COUNTY
TO GAINESVILLE

& ATLANTA



Clarl%e sville

GEORGIA
Come stay awhile!

SAVE OUR NUMBER IN YOUR PHONE! TIME TO CLEANU
706-839-1414 o

TOWING  TIRE CHANGES
JUMP STARTS e LOCKOUT SERVICE

VEHICLE IN DISMAY? CALL RJ!

N\

Cleaning, Orgamzmg Decluttering & More!
Serving Habersham, Stephens & White Counties

woes- % MORE THAH
2024.§ RN DECADE
SERVIKG
TRADITIORAL
MEXICAN FLAVOR

345WEST LOUISE ST.
CLARKESVILLE

¥ 706.839.1907
EI.JINETEMEXICANRESTAURANT COM

5923 Hwy. 115; Clarkeswlle
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INSTALUATIONS & UPGRADES -

<__ BUTCHER EFI‘* I]E}i]]“[:]“ Ao )

' rosmre-or0n NS

706 839 3938

COMMUNITY
REALTY
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CLARKESVILLE, GA
706.754.0021
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1363 Washington St., Clarkesville ¢ 678 350 5622 102 W. Water St., Clarkesville, GA - (706) 949-4669
WEDDINGS/EVENTS « FRESH MACARONS * COFFEES & TEAS « ARTISAN GALLERY C E N T U RY 2 I OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

HELEN, GA
706.878.0021
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ARﬁm & EST(UA By Matthew Oshorne
Parade starts at 10am rtnership Habersham
Festival immediately following Pf:vas formed in 2016
to unify economic de-

Entertainment by Chambers Family
Gospel Group, Steve Bryson Band, and
more to be announced

Joel and Mary from WCON
will Grand Marshal the parade

MaY 4TH, 2024
10 AM - 2 PM

velopment efforts between
Habersham County’s
education, government and
business partners. “The
unique structure unifies
private enterprise, educa-
tion, and government,
building strong community
and solidarity,” its website

states.
FLOAT/TRACTOR’CAR7.TRUCK(C! The private-public
FREEKID;S;ZONERAFFLE'*FOOD partnership helps find

economic development
solutions in an evolving
Habersham County.

“I think one of the most
important things we do
is workforce develop-
ment,” Executive Direc-
tor Charlie Fiveash said.
“We really try to keep an
eye on what industries
here are doing to make
connections and find new
employees coming out of
school who want to live
and work here.”

90 Years of Trusted Service

Since 1934, we've remained committed to our founding mission: to be the best
community bank in Georgia—prioritizing community, preserving local decision-making
and providing a robust suite of modern services.

Call us at 877.759.7939
Or visit our wesbite at PinnacleBank.com

%6 D Gawon Bridge Rd
Gornehia G
706.776.0223

LEARN MORE

PinnacleBank.com

000

<l
o
=
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PARTNERSHIP

Helping to move
Habersham forward

Partnership Habersham
works on retail develop-
ment and, to a lesser
extent, housing develop-
ment. The group assists
the Development Author-
ity in recruiting new
industries and finding
new avenues to grow the
county.

“We have to position
ourselves the right way
for the growth that is
coming to the south-
ern end of the county,”
Fiveash said. “I think
we all want to see steady
growth, but staying at a
pace that folks here are
comfortable with. We
still want to be an agricul-
tural community and do
all that we can to support
our current industries
while finding others that
fit with our model.”

Partnership Haber-
sham has been assisting
Habersham County lead-
ership in finally finding
a suitable development

@ MON-SAT: 10-6 - SHOPSPOILEDROTI'ENBOUTIOUE coMm o
@SHOPSPOILEDRO]TENBOUTIOUENOW
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—| Design—Build &

Amanda Fulmer talks real estate with ninth graders Hailee Parham and Cendall

Pitts during a recent career fair at Habersham Ninth Grade Academy. Sponsor- Construction Management

ing an annual career fair is one way Partnership Habersham helps to grow a COMMERCIAL

future workforce. Photo/Julianne Akers INDUSTRIAL

outcome for the old ness and growth that will ST ENTIAL

courthouse in Clarkes- come from the inland

ville. The organization port in North Hall Coun- p 68 BLAKE RAINWATER
i i i 706-391-65065 —— & ASSOCIATES ——

also is preparing for the  ty, slated for an opening BLAKERAINWATER.COM

potential influx of busi- in 2026.

122 EAST WATER STREET « CLARKESVILLE, GA 30523

MANN]NG BROTHE 0““75 YEARS OF SUPPLYING THE -

el FOOD SERVICE INDUSTRY

- . |« Apparel
o ¥ '-" ' r‘*\éj e --‘ =

;. i -. * Beverage & Bar

|,,‘ ‘L * Cleaning Products
) l * Cooking Equipment
: o B };/1 -.......,.._ s 3_ qup
Nl u.} o « Furnishings
—~ E < = - o N, —

* Kitchen Supplies
o * Refrigeration Equipment
ﬁ * Storage & Transport
* Santtation

210 Sandy Creek Road *» Athens  *™">  Monday—Friday

706-549-7088 u.  8:30AM—5:00PM
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Habersham industr
continues to thrive

Hahersham County has many strong, thriving

industries, which provide jobs for residents to help

keep the Northeast Georgia economy strong.

By Kimberly Brown

CURRAHEE TRAILERS
Located in Mt. Airy,
Currahee Trailers
manufactures trailers
that are economical,
but also built to last for
years to come. Curra-
hee Trailers builds and
sells gooseneck trail-
ers, car hauler trail-
ers, landscape and utility
trailers and equipment
and flatbed trailers. cur-
raheetrailers.com.

ETHICON

Ethicon, a division of
the Johnson & Johnson
Company, has been in
business in Cornelia for
nearly 70 years.

The company has been
one of the leading inno-
vators of medical prod-
ucts since 1887, starting
with sterile sutures and
moving on to a myriad
of medical and surgical
supplies.

Ethicon partners with
local trade schools, tech-
nical colleges and uni-
versities such as Georgia
Institute of Technology
and Clemson University.
They provide internships
and co-ops for students

and have found that
bringing in students dur-
ing the college years can
lead to full-time employ-
ees after graduation.
jnjmedicaldevices.com

FIELDALE FARMS

Fieldale Farms in Bald-
win is a family business,
still owned by its found-
ers, but has grown to
become one of the larg-
est independent poultry
producers in the world.
It is the largest employer
in Habersham County

The company started
more than 50 years ago
in the countryside of
Northeast Georgia.

“At Fieldale we pro-
duce the best possible
chicken in the market
with the latest up-to-
date equipment and
technology, always bear-
ing in mind the health
of the millions of con-
sumers,” the company’s
website says. “Chicken
is our only business
and one to which we
are committed in every
phase of our company.”

fieldale.com

RIGHT: One of the oldest industries

in Habersham County, Morito Scovill
has been in business since 1802, and
it has been in Clarkesville since 1955.

ABOVE: Welders work on a structure
at SteelCell in Baldwin. SteelCell
produces prefabricated, modular de-
tention cells. Photo courtesy of SteelCell
Photo courtesy of Morito Scovill

FOUNDATION CORE AND TUBE

Located in Clarkesville, Foundation Core and
Tube produces spiral paper tubes and cores to pro-
tect products from damage.

foundationgt.com

GLOBALTECH

GlobalTech Industries of Cornelia is a contract
candle manufacturer, marketing candles and home
fragrance products under the name Habersham Candle
Company. GlobalTech is in a 60,000 square foot
building in Cornelia. The facility includes production,
design and development and quality control.

globaltechindustries.com
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FORTHOSE YOU
The home office
of Fieldale Farms, . v
Habersham County’s

largest employer, is
in Baldwin. Photo/
Kimberly Brown

Home ° Auto™

Life insurance is more than a
policy, it’s a promise.

We are a team of local insurance professionals dedicated to supporting
you and your family. Please contact us today for a confidential insurance
review to ensure you have the policies needed to protect your family.

Habersham County Farm Bureau
Brent Wiley | 706-776-6739 | wbwiley@gfbinsurance.com
3395 Camp Creek Rd. | Mt. Airy, GA 30523

YOUR TIME. YUIJH MONEY
YGUB FUTURE.

CLARKESVILLE

VETERIHARY HOSPITAL

SMALL & EXOTIC A_’N.*IMAI.S
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THANK YOU,
HABERSHAM
COUNTY, FOR
VOTING US
BEST OF
HABERSHAM FOR
COMMERCIAL/
T Nortas Gogion INDUSTRIAL
ELECTRICAL AND
ENGINEERING

m m SERVICES!

READERS
- CHOICE -

2024
/

Founded in 1988, CEC has built a regional client base by utilizing its considerable
technical and personnel resources to deliver state of the art design and installation.

Our company is committed to providing innovative electrical solutions for any
commercial or industrial project. Our Engineering services provides more than just
a design, we have the hands-on experience in construction and manufacturing to
provide solutions.

We pride ourselves in our ability to work collaboratively, communicate
effectively and execute with precision.

CALDWELL
ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS

833-232-4911
CALDWELLELECTRIC.COM

GREEN-TEK

Green-Tek, located in
Baldwin as well as Janes-
ville, Wisconsin and
Visalia, California, is the
leading converter, fabri-
cator and master dis-
tributor of greenhouse
coverings and compo-
nents, thermal glazing
and plastic pallets.

green-tek.com

HABERSHAM
METAL PRODUCTS
Since 1954, Haber-
sham Metal products of
Cornelia has produced
quality custom steel
doors and frames, win-
dows, chase units and
wall panels for the cor-
rectional industry.
With more than 120
employees, the company

SEPTIC SERVICES
B78- Eas-ﬂuzm_

Routine Pumping * Emergency Pumping
Septic Repairs ¢ New Installations
Commercial Installations
Field Line Jetting  Camera/Locator
Grease Trap Services

678-649-8044

produces products for
“life safety,” including
bullet-resistant, sound
-etardant, fire-rated,
forced-entry/ballistic-
rated, and blast-rated
doors, frames and wall
panels.
habershammetal.com

LINDSAY WINDOW & DOOR
Located in Alto, Lind-
say Window & Door
manufactures long-last-
ing and efficient win-
dows for homeowners.
Lindsay Window &
Door has been in busi-
ness since 1947, and is
still family-owned. It
has production facilities
in Georgia, Minnesota,
Missouri, California, II-
linois and Washington.
lindsaywindows.com

NOW OFFERING FINANCING
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April19 @ 6 PM - 8 PM JULY25 @ 5PM-9PM
Big Apple Bingo Night Catch Me In Cornelia- Summer Nights
in front of Big Red Apple in Cornelia Downtown Cornelia FREE Festival.
102 Grant Place. Presented by the Cornelia
Music, cash prizes, and fun! $1 per Downtown Development Authority,
card. Featuring live entertainment,
craft vendors, food vendors, kids
zone, axe throwing, andmore. Some
prices may vary.

NOVEMBER 29 @ 6:30 PM
Downtown Tree Lighting
Come celebrate the beginning of
Christmas with Friends and
Family. FREE to Attend.

DECEMBER 5 @ 5 PM - 8 PM
Annual Habersham
Christmas Parade
Join us in Downtown Cornelia to
watch the parade, along with an
evening of food, shopping and
entertainment,

FREE to Attend.

MAY 18 @ 5 PM - 10 PM
Cornella Muslic Fest
Downtown Cornelia FREE concert.
Presented by the Cornelia
Hospitality and Tourism Board.
Featuring Actor and Country
Singer John Schnelder.
Food Vendors and Cash Bar on site!

SEPTEMBER 21 3 10 AM -4 PM
36th Annual Big Red Apple Festival
Downtown Cornelia FREE Festival.

Presented by the Cornelia
Downtown Development Authority,
Featuring live entertainment, DECEMBER7 @4PM-9PM
MAY30@5PM-gPM artisan vendors, food vendors, kids Downtown Christmas Festival

Catch Me In Cornelia- Summer Nights zone, axe throwing, hayrides and Downtown Cornelia FREE Festival.
Downtown Cornelia FREE more. Some prices may vary.
Festlval. Presented by the Cornella

Downtown Development Authority

Presented by the Cornelia

Downtown Development Authority,

OCTOBER31@3PM-6PM Featuring photos with Santa and
Featuring live entertainment, craft Downtown Cornelia Trick or Treating the Ice Queen, live entertainment,

vendors, food vendors, kids zone, Visit the local businesses for candy. s’'mores, hot cocoa, and hayrides.
axe throwing, and more. FREE to Attend.

Some prices may vary.
Some prices may vary.
JUNE27 @ 5PM-9PM
Caich Me In Cornelia- Summer Nights NOVEMBER 29 - JANUARY 1
Downtown Cornella FREE Festlval. Christmas Light Spectacular' FREE
Presented by the Cornelia Downtown Drive through the light display
Development Authority, Featuring at Cornelia City Park
lUive entertalnment, craft vendors,
food vendors, kids zone,
axe throwing, and more.
Some prices may vary.

THINGS TO DO
* CORNELIA CITY PARK - SPLASH PARK IN THE DEPOT PARKING LOT
* CORNELIA COMMUNITY HOUSE - CORNELIA TRAIN MUSEUM

* ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT - QUALITY OF LIFE - TOURISM - ORGANIZATION

181 LARKIN STREET - 706 - 778 - 8585
@ n discovercornelia.org @




WV
ACCOFPNTING
A CCU 19

Banking
for what's
next.

N SouthState

Clarkesville Cornelia

706.754.2265 706.778.1000
706.778.2265

SouthStateBank.com
Member FDIC

”Fﬁ!l’%‘fﬂ"ﬂ

lsm’am Sp,ﬁngs Dr., Alto, GA
. 1069683207
- - www.palmspringsplumbingandseptic.com
. I 24 Hour Emergency Service Availa

VOTED BESTRIBS & BBO 2%

INHABERSHAM

ING 1S A BREEZE

MAGNOLIA WINDOWS
& DOORS

Magnolia Windows
& Doors is in Baldwin.
It manufactures vinyl
doors and windows for
new construction as well
as replacement.

Contact: 706-778-1200.

OK FOODS

Founded more than
80 years ago, OK Foods
has grown from a live-
stock and poultry feed
manufacturer to join
one of the world’s lead-
ing chicken producers,
Bachoco. The company
has operations in Bald-
win, with other sites
in Alabama, Arkansas,
Florida, Oklahoma and
Mexico.

okfoods.com

PIEDMONT METAL
PROCESSING

Piedmont Metal
Processing (PMP) was
founded in 1996 by
Frank Ferguson. Frank’s
son, Jeff Ferguson,
incorporated the busi-
ness in 1999, and added
additional technologies
and capabilities. Today
the family business
continues to expand and
explore new ideas with
the ever-changing mar-
ketplace. The company
specializes in detention
furniture, general metal
fabrication, computer
numerical control plas-
ma cutting, press break-
ing and metal shearing.

piedmontmetal.com

SALFORD GROUP

Since 1978, Salford
Group has manufactured
tillage equipment and
produced innovative till-
age designs. The com-
pany manufactures BBI
spreaders, Valmar Airflo

and AerWay Aeration.
In 2022, Salford Group
was acquired by Linamar
Corporation and is part of
Linamar’s industrial divi-
sion. In addition to its Cor-
nelia facility, the company
has production facilities
in IJowa and Ontario and
Manitoba, Canada.
salfordgroup.com

SCOVILL

Scovill has been in busi-
ness since 1802. The com-
pany began with a small
button shop in a mill on a
river in Connecticut. In
1955, Scovill relocated to
Clarkesville, where it has
resided ever since.

In 2014, Scovill was
purchased by Morito,
Co. Ltd., a well-known
apparel trim supplier in
Japan. Today, Scovill is
known as Morito Sco-
vill Americas and is one
of the world’s largest
companies offering both
apparel and industrial
fasteners where they can
offer customers 330 years
of combined service and
expertise in the industry.

Scovill’s main brands
are DuramarkTM but-
tons and rivets com-
monly seen on denim
garments, Gripper snaps
commonly used on infant
and baby clothing and
DOT snaps used to secure
everything from boat
covers to gun holsters.

Morito Scovill Ameri-
cas has a presence in
more than 25 countries,
a vast supply chain
network to provide high-
performance fasteners
for apparel and indus-
trial applications as well
as attaching machine
equipment and expert
technical support.

scovill.com
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SOLMAX

Formerly Tencate,
Solmax acquired Ten-
Cate Geosynthetics and
Propex in 2021, ac-
cording to solmax.com.
Solmax is the world’s
largest geosynthetics
manufacturer, produc-
ing erosion control, bar-
rier and containment,
filtration and drain-
age, retaining walls,
reinforced slopes and
berms, road and railway
stabilization and more.
Solmax’s Georgia offices
are in Cornelia, Ringgold
and Commerce.

solmax.com

STEELCELL

SteelCell Inc. of Bald-
win has been produc-
ing “detention cells at
maximum efficiency,”
according to its website,
for nearly 20 years.

“Our prefabricated,
modular detention cells
and youth rooms are the
highest quality in the
industry. We use A60
Galvannealed Steel for
long-lasting, rust-resis-
tant products. Our cells
can withstand the wear
and tear of a detention
center,” the company’s
mission statement reads.

steelcell.com

AIRPORT INDUSTRIAL PARK

Habersham County
and its Economic Devel-
opment Department are
dedicated to job creation,
business growth and in-
dustry diversification.

With one of Northeast
Georgia’s newest indus-
trial parks, as well as in-
dividual buildings located
throughout the county,
Habersham County of-
fers ample choices for
nearly all types of busi-
nesses and industries.

The Airport Industrial
Park is located adjacent
to the newly-expanded
Habersham Airport,
with a 5,500-foot run-
way. The Industrial Park
contains approximately
80 acres, with six to
eight tracts of variable
acreage. Some statistics
on the park:

* 20 miles to Interstate
I-85 at Commerce exit

* 1/2 mile from state
Route 365 which be-
comes [-985

* 76 miles to Atlanta
International Airport

* Water and sewer,
with 8-inch mainlines
from the city of Baldwin

* Natural gas 2-inch
main, with customer’s
choice of service

* Serviced by Georgia
Power and/or Habersh-
am Electric Membership
Corp.

Embrace your strength, boost your confidence and

create a version of yourself that you're proud of.

Customized training plans,
tailored to meet your goals.

Call or text Margaret to schedule a
free consultation at 706 768 1992.

Offering sessions at Resurrection Strength &

Fitness, 115 Commerce Pkwy, Cornelia, GA

THE DUGOUT

||"||r|||” |ﬂ||.|.

WEEKLY SPECIALS ¢ LIVE MUSIC

LOCALLY MADE DESSERTS

6725 GA HWY. 17
CLARKESVILLE, GA

706 754 5500

OF NORTHEAST GEQORGIA
Strengthening Families,
Nurturing Children

e HEALTHY FAMILIES INITIATIVE

* PARENTING CLASSES

* SUPERVISED FAMILY VISITATION

¢ IN-HOME FAMILY VISITATION

* FIRST STEPS PROGRAM

¢ LIFE SKILLS CLASSES

e CHILD WELL-BEING SEMINARS

* THERAPEUTIC COUNSELING

* TRAUMA-INFORMED YOGA
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Clockwise from top left: A hummingbird enjoys nectar from a trumpet vine flower; a pileated woodpecker rests among red berries; this white breasted nuthatch
hangs upside down on a pine tree twig; a rose-breasted grosheak holds onto a branch of foxglove flowers; a male bluebird feeds a fledgling nutritious mealworm;
and this American goldfinch rests on a purple thistle. Photos taken in Habersham County by Danny Young

36 Hello Habersham | 2024




_Sights that

JOnl

For birding, Habersharm
| County sets the bar high

F-—E .
1 -~ By Kimberly Brown

!

For those who are interested in Northeast Georgia’s
wildlife, sometimes it pays to look up.

A wide variety of birds can be found in the Northeast
Georgia mountains, including neotropical migrants just
passing through, ones who nest here in the summer, and
ones who live here full-time.

Just as the types of birds vary greatly, there are also
different types of birders, including backyard enthusiasts
and those who spend years keeping data on migrating
birds.

Joel Volpi of Cornelia has been a birder for about 50
years. He said “citizen birders” are those who watch feed-
ers and nests to gather data that “contribute greatly to
our greater ornithological understanding of birds every-
where.”

“This data is being compiled and it’ll be useful for long
trends, and it’s useful for unusual birds we call ‘vagrants,’
ones who show up where they’re not supposed to be,” he
said.

Birders can be casual, someone who just watches birds
at their feeders, to ones who travel internationally to
bird.

“It’s wide open, and it’s a billion-dollar business in lots
of places,” Volpi said.

For about 30 years, Volpi has done breeding bird sur-
veys sponsored by the United States Geological Survey,
which show trends of breeding bird populations. His
route is the Upper Piedmont, from Athens to Franklin
County.
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Volpi remains a member of the Georgia Ornitho-
logical Society and Georgia Audubon Society, but
he mostly birds on his own, he said. He served as
president of the Atlanta Audubon Society before it
became the Georgia Audubon Society. That organi-
zation is now Birds Georgia.

Equipment for birding is simple — a pair of good
binoculars and a field guide. With electronic field
guides available as smartphone apps — which have
bird song samples as well as pictures of the birds —
it’s even easier for people to go birding on their own,
and to be able to identify what they see and hear,
Volpi said.

“We have permanent resident birds that never
leave, and we have neotropical migrants who come
here and nest here, and we have neotropical mi-
grants who don’t nest, but just pass through in the
spring and fall,” he said. “Those are the times you
want to get out and see ones you only see during
migration.”

Volpi’s personal favorite birds are birds of prey
such as peregrine and merlin falcons who migrate en
masse during the fall. He visits Brasstown Bald with
other birders during the migration.

“It’s the highest point in Georgia, and the birds
tend to follow the mountains down,” he said. “You
get a good variety of birds of prey that are migrating
through.”

Another of Volpi’s favorites is the yellow-billed
cuckoo, a migrating bird who also nests here.

In addition to Brasstown Bald, neotropical mi-
grating birds can be found on Rabun Bald, Mount
Oglethorpe in Pickens County, Kennesaw Mountain
in Cobb County, and other mountains with high
lookout points.

Locally, birds can be found at your own backyard
feeders, but also on the Clarkesville Greenway,
where Volpi holds spring and fall bird walks through
the Soque River Watershed Association.

During the walks on the Greenway, Volpi’s groups
have seen Baltimore orioles, indigo buntings, blue
grosbeaks, pine warblers, as well as permanent resident
birds, chickadees, titmice, red-bellied woodpeckers,
and hairy and downy woodpeckers. There is also a red-
shouldered hawk who lives on the Greenway.

“That’s really good nesting habitat for a lot of
birds,” he said.

When setting up feeders, different birds eat dif-
ferent seeds, and some eat both insects and seeds.

A male bluebird feeds its fledgling in a bluebird box nest.

Migration tips

Fall migration starts in late
summer for some species. It
peaks from late September into
early October. Species you may
see include warblers, thrushes,
fly catchers, raptors, shore
birds, nighthawks, rose-breasted
grosheaks, orioles, rusty
blackbirds, sparrows, ducks,
geese, yellow-hellied sapsuckers,
creepers, red-breasted nuthatch
and sandbhill cranes.

Spring migration goes from
March to May, and peaks mid-
April to the first week of May.
Species you may see include
purple martins, swallows,

ruby-throated hummingbirds,
warblers , thrushes, fly catchers,
indigo bunting, blue grosbeaks,
rose-breasted grosheaks, orioles,
raptors and green herons.

Winter is for permanent

resident birds and birds

that winter here from more
northern latitudes. Species

you may see include sparrows,
yellow-bellied sapsuckers, juncos,
winter wrens, creepers, orange-
crowned warblers, ducks, kinglets,
hermit thrushes, purple finches,
pine siskins, evening grosheaks,
western hummers, shore birds and
some wintering raptors.

For insectivores like woodpeckers and warblers,
and even some other birds who eat both seeds and
insects, he recommends putting up suet, which can
be purchased or made at home using animal fat.

If you're looking for showy birds, Volpi said sum-
mer birds such as blue grosbeak, indigo bunting and
some warblers can be found, and migratory birds
such as Baltimore orioles and various species of war-
blers come through this area.

Finding birds is “about the auditory and the vi-
sual,” Volpi said. Two good smartphone apps he rec-

ommends are eBird and the Sibley Field Guide app.

Another local birder, Danny Young of Clarkesville,
is an award-winning bird and nature photographer.
He won Best in Show out of 800 entries in a contest
held by Gibbs Gardens, and one of his photos was se-
lected out of 8,000 worldwide entries as a National
Geographic “Shot of the Day.”

Young uses a bird blind in his yard to capture stun-
ning photos of a variety of birds. He said he’s cur-
rently using a chair blind, but has used larger blinds
before, like what hunters use.
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“My feeder is portable and so is the blind,” he said.
“This allows me to position the feeder/perch/birds
with the background I choose. This setup also allows
me to use the sun to my benefit. I especially like set-
ting the ‘studio’ in front of my forsythia hedge which
provides a yellow background in the spring, green in
summer, and orange, yellow and red in the fall.”

Young puts sunflower seeds in his feeder, except
when he has bluebirds visiting. Then he adds meal-
worms.

“My favorite birds are the rose-breasted grosbeaks
who usually come through in May and November,
staying about a week,” he said. “Goldfinches also
pass through in the spring, and I plant sunflowers to
help attract them. I designed my adjustable-height
feeder to allow me to use a variety of perches, cut
flowers and hard limbs. This helps produce a more
natural wild look.”

In addition to photographing birds in his own
backyard, Young travels to Florida, South Carolina
and North Carolina in search of birds to photograph.

To catch the stunning photos, he said he used a
400 mm lens for many years, but has recently ac-
quired a 600 mm lens.

“When I'm in my blind/studio at home I use flash
to help expose all the details,” he said. “I usually use
a tripod.”

He hasn’t moved to a phone app for identification,
though. “To identify birds, I use a big thick book I
was given years ago, which contains all the birds in
North America,” he said.

Young said he recently tried a new method to pho-
tograph hummingbirds.

“I keep the feeder up all summer, and then in late
August I will position a fresh-cut flower near to
where the feeder is,” he said. “Then I remove the
feeder, and I will spray sugar water on the flow-
er. The hummingbirds will come to the location of
the feeder, which is now gone, fly around a bit and
discover the flower and will devour the sugar wa-
ter on the flower. Before I used this method, I'd get
about 20 images of a hummingbird when they fed on
a flower, but now I can get at least 100 images from
each visit.”

For bluebirds, he said, he has a nest box on a pole
in his garden.

“I can rotate the pole, which allows me to adjust
for the movement of the sun during the day,” he
said. “I place a perch near the box. I will also provide
mealworms near the nest box to aid in keeping the
birds close by.”

So, whether you're a serious birder or someone
just getting into the hobby, Northeast Georgia has
plenty of birds to find, identify and photograph.

For more information about Volpi’s bird walks,
visit Soque.org. To learn about birds in the south-
east, there are several good websites, including the
Cornell Ornithology Lab at AllAboutBirds.org and
Birds Georgia at BirdsGeorgia.org.

b Cldrke sville

2024 Calendar
of Events

April 5, Friday
First Friday Fun Downtown
May 3, Friday
First Friday Fun Downtown
May 18, Saturday
62nd Annual Mountain Laurel Festival
June 7, Friday
First Friday Fun Downtown
July 5, Friday
First Friday Fun Downtown
July 13, Saturday
Red, White, & Tunes at Pitts Park
August 24, Saturday
Dog Days of Summer at Pitts Park
September 6, Friday

First Friday Fun Downtown
September 6-14, Friday-Saturday
Chattahoochee Mountain Fair
at Clarkesville Fairgrounds
October 5, Saturday
Fall Festival & History Harvest
October 19, Saturday
Soque River Fine Arts Festival
October 31, Thursday
Trick or Treating on the Square
November 30, Saturday
Shop Small Business Saturday
December 7, Saturday
Downtown Clarkesville Christmas
December 23, Monday
Candlelight Christmas Walk

SCANTO

FOLLOW US ON
FACEBOOK!

CLARKESVILLEGA.COM

WANT TO DO BUSINESS IN CLARKESVILLE?
CALL COLBY: 762 230 1962
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Take a hike

Habersham County offers several ways
to experience the great outdoors, and
hiking is the first choice among tourists
and locals.

Story and photos by Zach Taylor

Water flows over a shallow Panther Creek in the summer of 2021.

Panther Creek Falls and Recreation Area

Panther Creek Falls and Recreation Area is a recently popularized gem
that offers the perfect setting for a peaceful picnic or a scenic day hike. The
3.5-mile hike to the falls is a one-way trail that promises to reward hikers with
breathtaking views of the cascading waterfalls at the end of their journey.
The falls, which plunge down the mountainside into a tranquil pool, offer a
break from the summer heat and are ideal for a refreshing swim. To access the
National Forest parking area, simply head 8 miles north of Hollywood, GA, on
old US-441 between Clarksville and Tallulah Falls, and you will find yourself at
the entrance to this beautiful recreation area. The address is 3995 0ld Historic
441, Turnerville, GA 30523. For more information, visit bit.ly/PantherCreekTrail

Lake Russell Recreation Area
Lake Russell Recreation Area offers =R VL
a range of outdoor activities, including cnt LADY SUPPER TRAL B 51
hiking trails such as the Lake Russell Trail, 6.2 MLE LOOP
Ladyslipper Trail, and Sourwood Trail. Visitors =
can also enjoy fishing, a grass-covered beach,
a designated swimming area, and camping
facilities, making it the perfect destination for
a family weekend getaway. The Ladyslipper
Trail is a 6.1-mile loop trail that welcomes
mountain bikers and horseback riders, so
it’s essential to be aware of others when
traveling on foot. The Lake Russell Trail is a
4.6-mile route, moderately challenging, and
takes approximately one hour and 45 minutes
to complete. You can find Lake Russell
Recreation Area at 304 Lake Rabun Rd.,
Mount Airy, GA 30563. For more information,
visit bit.ly/LakeRussellRec

The Ladyslipper Loop Trail is
6.1-mile loop trail in the Lake
Russell Recreation Area open
to horseback riders, mountain
bikers, and hikers.

Tallulah Gorge State Park

Tallulah Gorge State Park is a hiker’s paradise, offering many gorgeous
trails with scenic natural views. One such trail is Tallulah Falls’ Bill and Dustie
MacKay Trail
(Formally ‘Shortline
Trail’), perfect
for those seeking
a shorter, more
leisurely hike. For
those looking for a
more challenging
adventure, the trails,
stairs and repelling
walls within
Tallulah Gorge
State Park offer
breathtaking views
and opportunities to
push your limits. The
Hurricane Falls Loop
Trail is a 2-mile trail

. 5 ; with 1,099 stairs
Stairs to the South Rim are steep and can be slippery that takes visitors
when wet. down to the gorge

floor and loops back
to the interpretive center along the South Rim Trail. The North and South Rim
Trails (%-mile each) offer visitors breathtaking views of five waterfalls and
many pools within the gorge.

Whether you're a thrill seeker or on a weekend getaway with the outdoors
in mind, Tallulah Gorge State Park has something for everyone. For more
information and floor permits, visit Tallulah Gorge Interpretive Center at 338
Jane Hurt Yarn Dr, Tallulah Falls, GA 30573. For daily information and water
release dates, visit gastateparks.org/TallulahGorge

A view of Minnehaha Falls after a summer storm in 2022.

Minnehaha Falls

The Minnehaha Falls Trail is a nature lover’s paradise that offers an
enchanting .4-mile hike leading to a multi-tiered cascading waterfall that
plunges into Lake Rabun below. This picturesque trail is perfect for families,
as it is kid- and pet-friendly. The hike features a slight incline on the route
in, which is not challenging, and a downhill trek on the way out, ensuring a
comfortable and enjoyable experience for all. This natural wonder is located
in Rabun County near the Habersham-Rabun border, marked with a green
diamond and the number 147, off the unpaved Bear Gap Road near Lakemont,
Georgia. It is a must-visit destination for anyone seeking tranquil views of a
serene waterfall after an easy hike. For more information, visit fs.usda.gov/conf
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Hospital sits at heart
of growing community

By Matthew Oshorne

Over the last few years, Habersham County was
like many rural communities in Georgia - it was in
danger of losing its hospital.

Many other small towns have suffered that crip-
pling blow not only to their healthcare infrastruc-
ture, but to their economy and other aspects of their
functioning communities.

But through the efforts of North Georgia Health
Systems (NGHS) and Habersham County leader-
ship, the former Habersham Medical Center was
reborn as NGHS-Habersham on July 1, 2023.

The hospital has grown and offered new doctors
and new pathways for residents of Habersham and
surrounding counties to get the care they need.

“I am very pleased with the level of care we have
been able to provide,” CEO Kevin Matson said. “We
have more emergency visits than we expected in the
first nine months, and we are pleased that people
who need medical care are able to find and trust the
services they need closer to home.”

Many believed NGHS would rather see the hospital
close and redirect patients to their Gainesville facili-
ties, but Matson said it is the opposite scenario. The
two hospitals complement each other and allow NGHS
to find the right care for each patient in the region.

The system uses software called Epic to connect
all medical records across any doctors and special-
ists seen by a patient in any of their locations. This
allows doctors and emergency room staff to imme-
diately have access to all the information they need
about a patient without having to go looking for it.

“That is a critical piece of our infrastructure to
offer the highest quality care that we can,” Matson
said. “We have also expanded our telehealth services
so that if someone needs to see a specialist in Gaines-
ville but they can’t make it there for any reason,
they can do a Zoom appointment and the informa-
tion flow is seamless.”

Habersham Home long-term assisted living facil-
ity also is thriving under a $6 million investment
by NGHS to fully renovate and update the previous
nursing home operation.

o
|t .'t

“For our residents, this is their home, and we
want it to be a beautiful place for them to live,” Mat-
son said. “We have also been able to raise the wages
of our long-term caregivers, which has given them
the consistency of care and attention from people
they know and trust.”

The hospital’s success bolsters the local economy,

not only by providing 1,200 jobs, but making an
estimated economic impact of $117 million annually
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through all the ways a strong medical facility lifts up Niabersham County Schools
its surrounding area.

“Whether you are talking about residents or
businesses trying to locate here, they want to know
about schools and healthcare first and foremost
above most things,” Matson said. “We are here for
the long haul and we will continue assessing the
needs of our community as we expand our services.
We want to be a large contributor to Habersham’s
future growth.”

Habersham residents who want to help keep the
hospital thriving can use the Georgia Heart Rural
Tax Program to redirect the taxes they are already

k : ‘--;' : nras 3 ™ % “
Habersham County Srhool System Accomplishments
2023 - #1 student attendance rate in Northeast Georgia

—

2023 - Named one of the 25 best school districts in Georgia
2023 - Named one of the 25 best places to teach in Georgia
2023 - System graduation rate Top Ten in Georgia

97.8%

HABERSHAM COUNTY SCHOOL SYSTEM MISSION

Our system mission of “Success for All Students” was established in the fall

of 2012. Over the past twelve years, this mission has provided a clear focus on

the Success of All Students. The mission of our school system is more than just

words, and it has been embraced by our system employees, students, parents,

and the community. Our mission is simple yet powerful, and it is being put into
action on a daily basis in our school system.

14 SCHOOLS | 7150 STUDENTS | 1225 EMPLOYEES

“I want to thank the citizens of Habersham for
having faith in me and this department.”

£

| ’; o Sheriff Joey Terrell

LA , Habersham County
ﬁt L wx | Sheriff's Office

1000 Detention Dr.,
Clarkesville, GA 30523
habershamsheriff.com

Dr. David Bray and nurses on the acute care floor do their morning rounds to 3]
prepare for the day. Photo/zach Taylor

paying to benefit NGHS-Habersham. Anyone inter-
ested in the program can visitgeorgiaheart.org to
learn more.

NGHS-Habersham is located at 541 Historic High-
way 441 North in Demorest.
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Piedmont launches state’s

first forensic academy

By Julianne Akers

Piedmont University is
a small liberal arts uni-
versity of over 2,500
students located in the
heart of Demorest. The
university has made new
strides in recent years,
most notably being home
to Georgia’s first forensic
academy, which offers
three certifications in
crime scene investigation,
latent print analysis and
advanced crime scene.

Through the new
programs, Piedmont is
paving a way for city and
county law enforcement
agencies who do not have
the resources to do ad-
equate forensic research.

“It’s the first of its
kind to train law en-
forcement profession-
als and other people,
such as students that go
here,” said John Lan-
neau, director of Georgia
Forensic Academy and
assistant professor of

| YOU;UISSEE(@FEEL THE DIFFERENC

forensic science.

Students are gaining
hands-on experience
through examining the
trajectory of blood stains,
scanning fingerprints,
comparing bullet casings
under a microscope, and
in some cases, helping
investigate real cases.

“It’s pretty big when
you can get college stu-
dents out for a real dig
for a clandestine grave
site,” Lanneau said.

The university also of-
fers bachelor’s, doctoral,
specialist and master’s
degrees and certificates in
arts, sciences, business,
education and nursing
and hosts 21 intercolle-
giate sports teams com-
peting in Division III.

In January 2023, Pied-
mont welcomed Marshall
Criser as its president.
Criser came to the school
after serving eight years
as chancellor of the Uni-
versity System of Flori-
da. After coming to the

ES

PROFESSIONAL CARPET, TILE,
UPHOLSTERY & AREA RUG CLEANING

(GO} 770 654 5511

Piedmont University Vice President of Academic Affairs Bruce Willis holds an
example of a gunshot wound to the head next to students’ assignments on
trajectory of blood stains. Photo/JULIANNE AKERS

university, Criser helped
revitalize the college of
education by bringing
Piedmont students back
into Georgia’s school
districts. “The teach-
ers are our students at
the graduate level. They
are back in our school
districts, teaching teach-
ers across the state and

helping them to get their
credentials,” Criser said.
He added that the
university strives to con-
tinue engagement with
the Habersham County
community. “What I have
found is an opportunity
to really build on the
partnerships that are
available here, and itis a

DAVID MCCAY

. BUILDERS

706 754-5411

3l davidmccaybuilders.com

Office: 706.7 54«54 11
Mobile: 706.499.6875
200 ELESION ST. CLARKESVILLE, GA 30523 SUITE D
davmcbuilder@yahoo.com DAVIDMCCAYBUILDERS.COM
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community that works
together,” he said.

In March, Piedmont
introduced its new logo,
produced from a student-
led effort, depicting the
bridge that stretches over
Central Avenue, con-
necting the university
and downtown Demor-
est. This is one of the
first things prospective
students see as they

enter campus and walk
through the foothills of
Georgia’s Appalachian
mountains.

The logo is intended to
shift the view from the
previous chapel logo that
indicates Piedmont is a
predominantly religious
institution.

For more information
about Piedmont Univer-
sity, visit piedmont.edu.

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

e Full Cycle Bookkeeping
e New Business Start Up
e HR Consulting
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2024!

FREEDOMBUSINESSMANAGEMENT.COM

Summit

e Landscape Design,
Installation & Maintenance

Ovutdoors
LANDSCAPING & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

e Outdoor Living Spaces ¢ Pond Maintenance ¢ Drainage
e Retaining Walls ® Grading & Excavation Services
e Brush Clearing & Vegetation Management

GA Soil & Water Conservation Certified GSWCC
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“ Assisted Care Community
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PROVIDING CARE FOR OVER 43 YEARS_

Come by
and seé
us fora

Visit.
258 PARK AVENUE

Baldwin, GA
(706) 903-2012

1&)S%ljite Life

Enjoy independence in
an upscale environment

that is safe, with loving
caregivers.

Design your own care
package to meet YOUR
daily needs.

Our inspiring environment, outstanding
food and exceptional service delight
guests in an upscale country setting.
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Glen~ElIa~Spring5

MM E RESTAURARMT

706-754-7295 - www.glenella.com

Restaurant open most evenings. Reservations recommended.
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Three new programs expand
opportunities for local students

North Georgia Technical College
now offers programs in social
work, cybersecurity, nursing

By Kimberly Brown

Since its beginning
in 1943, North Georgia
Technical College
(NGTC) has educated
area students on its
Clarkesville campus.

Fall 2023 saw an
enrollment of 2,697
students, with 1,621 of
those on the Clarkesville
campus.

“Our numbers for
fall semester showed
a steady increase in
our enrollment from
past semesters, and
we are currently
working toward the
same success for our
spring semester,” said
NGTC President John
Wilkinson. “All three
of our college locations
— Blairsville, Currahee

& STEWART

and Clarkesville — saw
increases in enrollment.
Our credit hour increase
shows that students are
taking more classes per
semester than before,
which is admirable as
many of these students
are working either

full- or part-time while
balancing a family life as
well as their academic
studies.”

Students who enter
NGTC may select from a
wide variety of programs
to study. Depending
on program objectives
and the number of

semesters or courses
required, a degree,
diploma or certificate

is awarded upon the
successful completion of
all required courses in
the chosen program of

YOUR TRUSTED FUNERAL HOME SINCE 1936

175 VEW Post Rd., P.O. Box 725
Cornelia, GA 30531 « 706-778-8668

MCGAHEE-GRIFFIN ™cgahecgriffinandstewart.com

PROFESSIONAL
COMPASSIONATE * PROVEN
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A Skills USA

s scrns RAPE RESPONSE INC.
into the frame ﬂv support, education & advocacy

of a cabinet -

during a Serving Adolescent and Adult Survivors of
competition. Sexual Violence in Habersham County since 1988

Prevention Education
Outreach and Awareness

770-503-7273 o: 1-800-721-1999

Follow us on Instagram:@raperesponse
or on Facebook:@RRI 'F

All services are FREE and CONFIDENTIAL
Service area includes Dawson, Forsyth,
Habersham, Hall, Lumpkin and White Counties

For more information and volunteer opportunities, visit our website at

www.raperesponse.com

. *“!l

Above, a photography student adjusts the light to take photos of a toy car. At
left, students in the NGTC photography program develop state-of-the-art edit-
ing skills in the classroom. Photos/zach Taylor _

study. entry-level job knowledge
NGTC offers an and skills. These

Associate of Science in programs are available

Nursing and General on the postsecondary

Studies, and various level for both high school

associate of science graduates and GED

and associate of applied recipients. In addition

science degrees. Diploma  to occupational diploma

programs gre also opffered and assgciate degr%e 706'778'2]7] 800'468'2'7'

and provide students with  programs, North Georgia

56 YEARS IN BUSINESS
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GEORGIA SKIN CANCER
& Aesthetic Dermatology

Welcoming
Patients

NEAR YOU

Committed to excellence and authentic care, Georgia
Skin Cancer & Aesthetic Dermatology offers the most
advanced technigues to maintain healthier skin that is
smoother, blemish-free, and - most importantly -
free of skin cancer. Welcoming new patients.

Call 706-608-5377
to schedule your appointment today.

Gainesville
ROSS CAMPBELL, MD | MISTY CAUDELL, MD
NATALIE MEEKS, MD | C. HELEN MALONE, MD

Clayton - Demorest - Toccoa
LEAH WATTS, PA-C | CHRIS BRUNE, PA-C
NATALIE MEEKS, MD

MEDICAL DERMATOLOGY - COSMETIC DERMATOLOGY
SKIN CANCER - MOHS SURGERY

georgiaderm.com

Tech offers technical
certificates of credit for
certain occupational
areas. Credit earned in
some of the technical
certificate areas may be
applied toward a diploma
or degree.

NGTC continues to
look for ways to grow
and better serve its
students, and three new
programs have recently
been announced.

One of those is the
launch of NGTC’s new
Social Work Assistant
Associate of Applied
Science Degree program.
This comprehensive
program is designed to
equip students with the
skills and knowledge
necessary to make a
positive impact in the field
of social work. With a
strong focus on practical
training and real-world
application, students will
engage in experiences
that prepare them for the
challenges of social work
in various professional
settings.

The college also recently
announced the launch
of its groundbreaking
bridge program, allowing
Practical Nursing
graduates to seamlessly
transition into the
Associate of Science
Degree in Nursing
program. The Practical
Nursing (PN) bridge
to Associate of Science
Degree in Nursing (ASN)
program will be a direct
path to registered nursing,
projected to be one of the
two occupations with
the highest growth rate
in Georgia and among
occupations with most
annual openings in
metro Atlanta and North
Georgia. The first cohort
of the program begins
January 2024.

The third new
program announced is a
cybersecurity program,
equipping students with
the skills and knowledge
needed to combat the
ever-evolving threats
in the digital landscape.
This comprehensive
program will provide
students with hands-on
training in the latest cyber
defense techniques, ethical
hacking, network security,
and threat analysis.

With the increasing
demand for cybersecurity
professionals in today’s
technology-driven

world, this program is a
significant step towards
preparing students for
rewarding careers in
safeguarding our digital
infrastructure.

“North Georgia
Technical College
continues to research the
programming needed to
educate our community’s
future workforce, and we
work with area businesses
and schools to make this
happen,” said NGTC Vice
President of Institutional
Advancement and
Marketing Amy Hulsey.
“We are fortunate that
SO many community
members offer their
expertise by serving
on various advisory
boards of our college
to give input on how
we can better train our
students to be career-
ready upon graduation
and meet the needs of
our area companies.
Many partners provide
programmatic funding
and/or scholarships to
ensure our students can
get the education needed
without any student
debt incurred. We are
very thankful for such
amazing support for our
college and our students.”
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Habersham Central’s Juan Lara celebrates after scoring a goal in the Raiders’ win over Flowery Branch earlier this season. Photo/Lang Storey

Raiders keep climbing

By Lang Storey

Great things are happening on campus — and beyond — at Habersham Central
High School (HCHS). Whether it’s on the field, court, course, mat, track or even in
the classroom and school hallways, there’s been plenty to celebrate in Mt. Airy.

Raider football entered last season looking to climb its way back into the state
playoff picture after a multi-year drought. A couple weeks into the campaign, it
appeared that would not be happening. Yet Coach Benji Harrison and company
rallied late to get the job done.

On homecoming weekend, HCHS celebrated a king and queen that each em-
body what it means to be a Raider - Amayah Dooley and Bobby Ray Wallace.

Throughout her time at Hab Central, Dooley has cheered, played volleyball,
run track and been a loyal Raider Rowdie. She’s always been quick to credit her
faith in everything she does.

Wallace is a four-year member of JROTC. As a Raider, he has played varsity
tennis, been a member of the All-State chorus program and found his niche in the
HCHS drama program, too.

In October, graduation rates around the state were released. Habersham was
up three-tenths of a point from the year prior, putting the county back in the
top 10 graduation rates of Georgia’s traditional school systems. The overall
graduation rate was a Habersham County Schools system record.

“High graduation rate
not only enhances the
lives of the individual
students, but ultimately
means a more viable and
productive Habersham
County community,”
said HCHS principal
Jonathan Stribling.

Stribling says a strong
correlation exists be-
tween academics and
athletics in Habersham
County.

“Student athletes are
more apt to graduate.
That’s the value of the
athletic programs,” he
said.

He believes in keep-
ing the two intertwined,
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which is easy to do at the school.

“Athletic Director Geep Cunningham and I have
a close working relationship,” Stribling said. “Not
only do I support all the athletic programs, but
Coach Cunningham is a huge proponent of strong
academics.”

Additionally, the school established a peer-led tu-
toring program catering specifically towards student
athletes called STAR.

“It basically consists of upperclassmen who are
proficient in mathematics who are willing to meet
with our student athletes before school in the morn-
ing,” Stribling said.

Hitting November meant the return of Raider
Hoops. The boys’ program has struggled since 2011,
but this past season marked another step forward
as the 2023-24 Raiders became the second team in
school history to reach 20 wins. They didn’t ad-
vance as far as they would’ve liked in the state tour-
ney, but the foundation is set for the future as next
season brings the return of 4 starters.

On the girls side, we saw the last hoorah for Lady
Raider legend Kyia Barrett. The Anderson Univer-
sity commit and 4-year HCHS starter has done the
community proud both on and off the hardwood.

As much as others have tried to make it (fairly) all
about her, Barrett has always been quick to credit
others for help along the way. That’s simply a reflec-
tion of who she is.

Another Raider leaving behind a lasting impres-
sion is Brad Chosewood.

The All-Region lineman and shot put standout is
headed to Dartmouth in the fall, but not before walk-
ing across the HCHS graduation stage as salutatorian.
Chosewood has also served as an FCA student leader.
He plans to study statistical science at Dartmouth.

Habersham added an athletic program this year.
Veteran wrestling coach Morris Brooks, with the aid
of Cunningham, established the school’s first girls’
wrestling squad. A roster was assembled right away,
and the ladies had a successful inaugural season.

Still on the horizon this year is scholarship night
and honors day. The former recognizes students who
are receiving both academic and athletic scholar-
ships, while the latter awards students in each class
receiving special honors in a wide array of subjects.

Outside the classroom, spring sports are currently
in full-swing and every varsity level sport is experi-
encing greater levels of success than this same point
the previous year. It’s a testament not only to each
individual program’s athletes, but also the invest-
ment by each coaching staff.

Current success is a culmination of steady hard
work put in over time. Cunningham says he couldn’t
be more proud of how things are.

“Idon’t think there’s any doubt we’re in a much
better spot than we were even 5 to 10 years ago,”
he said. “Athletically and academically, we're much
more competitive in all that we do.”
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Tallulah Falls School has a 100% college acceptance rate. Shown are students with pennants from their colleges of choice. Photo courtesy of Tallulah Falls School

Tallulah Falls School offers ‘unique learning experience’

By Julianne Akers

Tallulah Falls School (TFS) is a private boarding
and day school straddling the line of Habersham and
Rabun counties, educating local and international
students in fourth through 12th grades.

“I think we’re pretty well setting the standard for
most things,” said head of school Dr. Larry Peevy.

With more than 500 students, the school added
anew fourth grade class this year to accommodate
growing interest. Peevy said students at TFS gain
a unique learning experience not offered at many
schools throughout the country. Throughout their
time at the school, students have the opportunity to
travel to Germany, Costa Rica, Boston, New York City,
Charleston and the Florida coast, just to name a few.
He said students come back with a richer knowledge
of that place’s culture. “All those things you learn in
history, our students are experiencing it,” Peevy said.

Like many high schools, TFS offers dual
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enrollment classes with 21 being taught on its
campus. A large portion of students graduate with a
year or more of college credit.

A wide variety of varsity and junior varsity
sports programs are offered at TFS, ranging from
traditional activities such as baseball, basketball
and soccer, to more unique things like bass fishing,
eSports and precision rifle. In 2020, a new state-
of-the-art natatorium opened on the campus and
has been widely used by the TFS swim team and in
partnership with Piedmont University.

Peevy said TFS is not tuition driven, but driven by
the quality of education given to the students. The
school puts a freeze on a student’s tuition when they
begin their education at TFS, so they pay the same
amount each year without the worry of it increasing. In
addition to that, the school receives help from a private
foundation that assists them in lowering tuition costs.

“We offer a college prep program beginning in the
fourth grade for less than half of what it costs us to
produce,” he said, noting that the school gave $7
million in financial aid last year.

He said the main mission of the school is not
only educating students for future success, but
also helping them develop the moral and ethical
character “that is necessary to be a great leader.”

“We try to put together a quality program for
the kids by hiring the best teachers, having the best
facilities, the latest and greatest equipment you can
possibly have and an atmosphere on campus that is not
really an atmosphere but a culture that has a family
toit,” Peevy said. “They become part of the Tallulah
Falls School family. They’re not a student. They’re
not a number, they come into an environment where
they fit, where they’re accepted and where they’re
appreciated.”
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Community support

Habersham United Way lends a hand throughout the county

By Kimberly Brown

From literacy to chil-
dren’s services to hous-
ing, Habersham County
United Way (HABUW)
works with commu-
nity donors to provide
much-needed funds to 21
local partner agencies.
HABUW also has five
available grant opportu-
nities.

HABUW Director
Candice Holcomb said
the organization’s mis-
sion is “uniting our
community to build a
stronger future.”

“We work to raise
and distribute funds to
meet the needs of our
community and advance
the common good by
creating opportunities
for all,” she said. “Our
focus is on education,
income, and health —
the building blocks for a
good quality of life and a
strong community.”

Like most charitable
organizations, HABUW
suffered during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, but it
is bouncing back.

“We are beginning to
see an increase not only
in funding but participa-
tion in events, and we
have been able to get
back into our local busi-
nesses for campaigns,”
Holcomb said. “After
COVID, we presented
at Habersham EMC and
because of their leader-

Volunteers work on a recent Habitat for Humanity of Northeast Georgia

County United Way’s 21 partner agencies. Submitted photo

Habersham United Way Director
Candice Holcomb stand with a
thermometer board showing this

year’s goal has almost been reached.

Submitted photo

John Krippner, Brandy Lovvorn and

ship and devoted employ-
ees, we were able to get
their level of funding up
tremendously, which al-
lows for more funds to be
distributed to HABUW
partner agencies and also
the opportunity to give
more grants.”

With $540,000 raised
last year, this year’s
HABUW goal is the
highest it’s ever been:
$600,000. Holcomb ex-
pects to meet that goal.
To help the community
keep up with progress,
the big thermometer
boards have returned.

“We live in a very

(HHNEG) build. HHNEG is one of Habersham

giving community, and
with the help of indus-
try, small businesses,
employee giving and in-
dividuals, we will reach
our goal,” she said.

Each HABUW partner
agency is responsible for
conducting their own
fundraising to help meet
their own needs, as well
as receiving United Way
funds.

There are a wide vari-
ety of fundraisers spon-
sored by HABUW. One
of those is a partnership
with Springer Mountain
Farms to host a sporting
clays tournament in the
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spring and fall each year. These clay shoots raised
more than $80,000 in 2023. Springer Mountain
Farms also held a barbecue fundraiser, raising about
$5,000.

“We have partnered with Ethicon for 25 years in
hosting the Annual Charity Golf Classic at The Orchard
Golf Club in Clarkesville,” Holcomb said. “This event
has raised over $1.7 million over the past 25 years.”

In addition, Fieldale Farms, Ethicon and the Haber-
sham County School System conduct yearly employee
giving campaigns within their organizations.

One agency that receives HABUW funds is Volun-
teers for Literacy of Habersham County (VFL). VFL
programs made possible by HABUW funding include
the English Language Acquisition program, in which
volunteers teach English to immigrants; the Diction-
ary Project that provides dictionaries to every third-
grade student in Habersham County Schools; and
funding to enroll each elementary and middle school
so they can par-
ticipate in Scripps
Spelling Bee.

VFL depends on
United Way funds,
Wilson said.
Suzanne Dow,
executive director
of Circle of Hope,
Mark Smith,
executive director
of FAITH’s Power
House, and Brian
Young, executive
director of Habitat
for Humanity of
Northeast Geor-
gia, shared similar

Clarke Bailey sprays off the yellow rub-

ber ducks after Habersham Volunteers for thoughts.
Literacy's annual rubber duck race on the “Habersham
Soque River. Habersham United Way partner County United

agencies are responsible for holding their own
fundraisers, in addition to receiving United
Way funds. submitted photo

Way was one of
Circle of Hope's
first funders after
we formed in 1987,” Dow said. “They have played

a pivotal role in shaping and sustaining our agency
programs, such as emergency shelter, counseling
services, and legal advocacy programs. Over the
past 36 years, Circle of Hope has assisted thousands
of families affected by domestic violence. The funds
we receive annually from United Way have touched
each of these families in some capacity.”

Smith said HABUW touches local nonprofits in
many ways, by funding to help organizations deliver
services; providing the mechanism for nonprofits to
come together to share ideas and see how they can
work together to provide needed services without
duplication of efforts; providing training opportuni-
ties on changing trends; and by keeping the work of
the nonprofits a focal point in the community.
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Habersham Rotary Club

provides

By Kimberly Brown

Serving the community
and providing fellowship and
networking for members is what
Habersham County Rotary Club is
all about.

“Over the past 60 years,
Habersham Rotary has made
and will continue to make a
positive difference in the lives of
many people, in our community
and around the world,” said
Bradley Cook, who is serving as
Habersham Rotary’s president
this year. “In the words of Rotary
International President Gordon
Mclnally, “We will Create Hope in
the World.””

Habersham Rotary sponsors
a wide variety of community
projects, and members also enjoy
entertaining and educational
speakers at the weekly meetings.

Rotary supports two efforts
that benefit Habersham County
elementary students: Shoes for
Kids, which provide shoes to
students in need, and Food 2 Kids,
which provides weekend meals
for students who might otherwise
not have food available. Rotary
also provides scholarships to
local high school students, having
awarded $385,150 to 311 different
students over 38 years.

Habersham Rotary currently
has approximately 100 members.
There are over 1.2 million
Rotarians worldwide.

The sole remaining charter
member of Habersham Rotary
Club is John Foster of Cornelia.
Foster and his wife, Bobbie,
owned WCON Radio, and Foster
served as District 50 senator from
1975 until 1992. He also served
one term as Habersham Rotary
president.
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John Foster, right, stands with former Gov. Nathan
Deal, center, and David Foster during a Habersham
Rotary Club meeting on June 13, 2019. John Foster
is the last remaining charter member of Haber-
sham Rotary Club. submitted photo

Foster became a Rotarian when
he was a young businessman in
Sandersville. When he and his
wife moved back to Habersham
County, he was contacted by
a man named Williams, who
wanted to expand Rotary in
Georgia.

“He called me and asked me if
I would be interested in starting
a Rotary Club in Habersham
County,” Foster said. “We met in
front of Habersham Hardware,
and I agreed we would do it.”

Foster said the new club started
with 27 charter members. He
served as president from 1965-
1966.

“We struggled for a while,” he
said, but the club has thrived over
its 62 years.

Ken Schubring has been a

of service

Rotarian for 23 years and was
president of Habersham Rotary
2009-2010 and 2019-2020.

“He’s the patriarch of the club,
and he’s the go-to guy when
we want to research history
of the club,” Schubring said of
Foster. “He’s done so much in
this community over the years,
not only as a senator, but as a
businessman. You don’t find
people like him anymore. He’s
one of those go-to people who you
can call, and he’s always willing
to help.”

Philip Smith has been a member
of Habersham Rotary Club for 19
years, and he served as president
2010-2011and 2020-2021. Smith
said John Foster is “a pillar of our
community.”

“He’s one of the kindest
persons you’ll meet,” Smith said.
“He has given me counsel as a
business leader and Rotarian that
I value.”

Smith said when he served
as president of the club, Foster
would help line up speakers.

“He knows so many people
from all walks of life,” Smith
said. “He’s been a tremendous
asset to our club, giving of his
time and resources to help make
Habersham County and the state
of Georgia a great place to live and
work.”

Habersham Rotary Club meets
from noon to 1 p.m. at the
Community House in Cornelia.
Typically, new members are
sponsored by existing members,
but if someone is interested
in Rotary, they are welcome,
Schubring said. “If someone
wants to join, we'll line them up
with somebody (a sponsor),” he
said.
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2024 Festivals and Events
ongoing

First Friday of each month, Clarkesville hosts First
Friday Fun Downtown. Details: clarkesvillega.com/
main-street.

Fourth Friday of each month through October,
Baldwin hosts “Movie in the Market” in the
downtown Farmers Market. Concessions will be
available, with proceeds going to Shop with a Hero.

Each Saturday, April through October, Saturday
Night Bluegrass Jam in Tallulah Falls. Bring lawn
chairs to watch and instruments to join in. Hot dogs
will be served. Donations of food to share or money
are appreciated. Features a bonfire and S’mores.
Details: 706-754-6040

Each month, Full Moon Hikes at Tallulah Gorge State
Park. April 22, May 22, June 20, Aug. 18, Sept. 17, Oct.
17, Nov 15, Dec. 15. Times vary each month. Hike to
the suspension bridge and watch the moon rise over
the gorge. Must register in advance. Event is $10 plus
$5 parking or annual park pass. Details: 706-754-7981
or visit explore.gastateparks.org for times.

Each month, beginner archery at Tallulah Gorge
State Park, 9-10:30 a.m. April 20, May 18, June 22,
July 20, Aug. 7, Sept. 21, Oct. 19, Nov. 16 and Dec. 21.
Learn to shoot a bow for the first time or hone your
skills. All ages welcome but must be strong enough
to pull a 20-pound bow. Event is $10 plus $5 parking
or annual parking pass. Details: 706-754-7981 or
visit explore.gastateparks.org.

April 19 and May 3: 4:30-5:30 p.m., Campfire
Cookin’ at Tallulah Gorge State Park. Roast up
s’mores and weenies by the campfire. All you can
eat. Meet at Jane Hurt Yarn Interpretive Center.
Register in advance by calling 706-754-7981. Cost is
$5 plus $5 parking or annual park pass.

April

13: Alto Clean-Up Day. Meet at city hall at 9 a.m.
and finish by noon. Hot dog lunch and a T-shirt
provided to volunteers. Rain day will be April 20.
Details: 706-778-8035.

20: Baldwin Clean-Up Day. Details: 706-778-6341 or
email media@cityofbaldwin.org.

May

2: National Day of Prayer, observed at locations
across Habersham County.

4: Alto Spring Fling and Parade. Parade begins 10
a.m., and the day lasts until 2 p.m. Features a car
show, food, entertainment, craft vendors and kids’
zone. Details: 706-778-8035.

4: Public Safety Day in Baldwin. 10 a.m.-2 p.m., fun
activities and demonstrations to bring awareness to
fire and police departments. Details: 706-778-6341
or email media@cityofbaldwin.org.

18: 62nd annual Mountain Laurel Festival,
Clarkesville, featuring vendors, kids’ activities, music
and food. Details: clarkesvillega.com/main-street.

18: Cornelia Music Festival. Opening act takes
stage at 5 p.m., North Main Street. Features live
entertainment, art and food vendors, kids’ zone,

cornhole, ax throwing and more. Free to attend;
vendor prices vary.

June

3-7: Adventure Junior Ranger Camp at Tallulah
Gorge State Park. Day camp for kids 9-12 years old.
Features challenging activities such as canoeing,
strenuous hikes, archery and more. Space is limited,
50 sign up in advance by calling 706-754-7981. Cost
$300 plus $5 parking or annual park pass.

10-14: Junior Ranger Camp at Tallulah Gorge State
Park. Day camp for kids 5-8 years old. Learn about
nature and outdoor activities. Space is limited, so
sign up in advance by calling 706-754-7981. Cost is
$300 plus $5 parking or annual park pass.

15: Water War at Mitchell Gailey Park, Baldwin,
2:30-4:30 p.m. Grab your super soakers and swim
trunks and get ready!

22: 8th Annual Car Show, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Free
T-shirts while supplies last. Antiques, vendors,
entertainment. Event at Miles Through Time, 583
Grant Street, Clarkesville. Free for spectators.
Registration for the show is $25. Details: 706-754-
4829 or milesthroughtime.com.

27: Cornelia’s Summer Nights Festival, 5-9 p.m., North
Main Street. Features live entertainment, art vendors,
food vendors, kid zone, cornhole, axe throwing and
more. Free to attend. Vendor prices vary.

29: Baldwin City “Pit”nic, 5 p.m. until dark with
fireworks finale, at downtown city park in Baldwin.
This is a family-friendly event with food provided by
the city to show appreciation to residents.

July

4: Glorious Fourth of July Celebration, downtown
Demorest. Festival, parade, and fireworks at dusk.

13: Red, White & Tunes, Pitts Park, Clarkesville.
Details: clarkesvillega.com/main-street.

20: Back to School Bash in Baldwin. Come celebrate
the end of summer with a final bash. Details: 706-
778-6341 or email media@cityofbaldwin.org.

25: Cornelia’s Summer Nights Festival, 5-9 p.m.,
North Main Street. Features live entertainment,
art vendors, food vendors, kid zone, cornhole, axe
throwing and more. Free to attend. Vendor prices
vary.

August

6: National Night Out, Baldwin. Event to bring first
responders and residents together. Details: 706-
778-6341 or email media@cityofhaldwin.org.

24: Dog Days of Summer, Clarkesville. Bring your
pooches and have lots of cool fun, including kiddie
pools, Kona ice, homemade treats, an agility course
and more. Details: clarkesvillega.com/main-street.
September

6-14: Chattahoochee Mountain Fair 2024,
Habersham County Fairgrounds, Clarkesville.
Features a petting zoo, midway rides, art and
photography show, a rodeo, baking, canning and
crafts, entertainment, food, vendors and more.
Details: Chattahoocheemountainfair.org.

21: 36th Big Red Apple Festival, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.,

downtown Cornelia, featuring live entertainment,
car show, cornhole tournament, hayrides, artisan
vendors, food vendors and kids’ zone. Free to
attend. Vendor prices vary.

October

5: Fall Festival and History Harvest, Clarkesville.
Details: clarkesvillega.com/main-street or email
mainstreet@clarkesvillega.com.

19: Baldwin’s 7th annual Fall Festival, beginning
at noon with a free movie screening at dark,
held at the Farmers Market, 110 Airport Road,
Baldwin. Details: 706-778-6341 or email media@
cityofhaldwin.org.

19: Juried Art Show, Clarkesville. Details:
clarkesvillega.com/main-street.

26: Tenth annual Twin Rivers Challenge bicycle
race, sponsored by Tallulah Falls School.
Registration is at 7:30 a.m. and the ride begins at 9
a.m. Details: tallulahfalls.org.

31: Downtown Trick or Treat in Cornelia, 3-6 p.m.,
visit local businesses for candy and costume
contest. Free to attend.

31: Trick or Treat on the Clarkesville Square.
Details: clarkesvillega.com/main-street or email
mainstreet@clarkesvillega.com

31: Trick or Treat in Demorest.

November

Thanksgiving Night through New Year’s Eve:
Christmas Lights Spectacular, Cornelia City Park,
6-11 p.m. each night.

28: Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner, Baldwin. Details:
706-778-6341 or email media@cityofbaldwin.org.

29: Tree lighting in Downtown Cornelia. Begins
at 6:30 p.m., North Main Street in Cornelia. Come
celebrate the beginning of Christmas with friends
and family.

30: Small Business Saturday, shop local all day in
Habersham County.

December

5: Habersham County 2024 Christmas Parade will
be held in downtown Cornelia. Events 5 p.m. to 8
p.m., North Main Street in Cornelia, Ga. Come enjoy
the evening with food, shopping, and the annual
county parade in downtown.

6: Baldwin’s Christmas tree lighting, pictures with
Santa, hot cocoa and cookies, 3-6:30 p.m. Details:
706-778-6341.

6: Alto’s Christmas tree lighting, time TBD.

7: Christmas in Downtown Cornelia and Christmas Tree
Lighting 4 p.m. to 9 p.m., North Main Street, Cornelia.
Events features photos with Santa, live entertainment,
s'mores, hot cocoa, hayrides and more.

7: Downtown Clarkesville Christmas, 5-7:30 p.m.,
featuring photos with Santa, live music, roasted
marshmallows and hot cocoa, capped off with
Christmas tree lighting. Details: clarkesvillega.com/
main-street or email mainstreet@clarkesvillega.com.
23: Candlelight Christmas Walk, Clarkesville.
Details: clarkesvillega.com/main-street or email
mainstreet@clarkesvillega.com.

31: New Year’s Eve Celebration, Baldwin. Details:
706-778-6341 or email media@cityofbaldwin.org.
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Cubmaster Al Skelton of Pack 5 in Clarkesville directs traffic, literally and figuratively, at the 2024 Pinewood
Derby in Toccoa. Photo/Matthew Oshorne

On their honor,
they do their best

Scout programs instill values in youngsters

By Matthew Osbhorne

At the beginning of meetings, the took over leadership of the troop
Scouts all know the words. They in November 2019, just months
know the oath, the Scout Law and before COVID-19 shut everything
the Pledge of Allegiance, all of it down.
focusing their minds on the values McGahee, who earned his Eagle
they are taught to uphold. Scout with Troop 5 as a young man

The Boy Scouts of America himself, was on a camping trip with
programs were founded in 1910, some of the Scouts when the news
and they are now the largest youth  started trickling that schools were
organization in the U.S. being closed.

In Clarkesville, the Scouting On the Cub Scout side - the pro-
programs survived the challenges gram for elementary school-aged
of the pandemic and have come out  students — Pack 5 had no Cubmas-
on the other side thriving. ter until Al Skelton moved to town

Clarkesville’s Troop 5 is celebrat-  from Decatur. Also an Eagle Scout
ing its 75th year in 2024. The pro-  from his youth, Skelton did not
gram for the older Boy Scouts isled  want to see the Cub Scout program
by Scoutmaster Jake McGahee, who falter.

Caleb Bennett takes aim during the BB Shoot-
ing activity at Fall Family Camping at Camp
Rainey Mountain. Photo/Megan Bennett

When COVID hit, though,
only one child carried over
and stayed in the pack. Under
Skelton’s guidance, the group
has grown over the last four
years to 40 active Scouts.

“The key was building good
relationships with the elemen-
tary schools and getting them
to help us recruit,” Skelton
said. “After that, it was on us
to provide a fun program for
the kids on Tuesday nights.
Now the kids have started
their own recruiting and
bringing their friends, and
that has helped us grow. We
could not do what we do with-
out some great parent volun-
teers who really support us in
the leadership roles.”

After the kids cross over to
McGahee’s troop, their ex-
perience ramps up, teaching
them all sorts of life lessons.

Not every Scout makes it all
the way to Eagle, but McGa-
hee said the lessons every
Scout learns can still go with
them for their entire lives.

Anyone interested in
Scouting can visit beascout.
org or email pack5cubs@
gmail.com.
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A city-by-city guide

Straddling Habersham and Banks counties, the city
of Altois a small town named after the Italian word
for “high,” for its 1,395 feet above sea level elevation.
Originally known as “Lulah City” and “Long View,”
Alto was
incorporated on
Dec. 16, 1985,
and it is one
square mile in
size.

Alto is home to
landmarks like
the School Bus
Graveyard and
Jaemor Farms,
which offers a
variety of local
produce as well
as homemade
fried pies and
boiled peanuts.

The Wat Lao
Buddha Sattha
Dhamma
Phone: 706-778-8035 Buddhist Temple,
Website: townofaltoga.org which was
Mayor: Patricia Gail Armour founded in 2009
City Administrator: Lisa Turner by the Laotian
Property tax rate: 4.370 mills American
Population: 970 (2020 Census) community

of Habersham
G ) County, is also
located in Alto,

serving as both a place of worship and a learning
center for Laotian culture.

Alto also houses Lee Arrendale State Prison, which
is still awaiting a delayed downsizing to become a
rehabilitation facility.
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Incorporated Dec. 17, 1896, on 250 acres along
the Banks/Habersham County line, Baldwin was
originally known as Stonepile because of a pile of
stones that stood in the center of town, stacked
and left behind by
' Cherokee Indians

\ who once lived in
\ this area.
N Baldwin, named

Baldwin after Joseph

\ A. Baldwin, an
Atlanta-Charlotte
Air Line Railway
official, has

city limits that

contain about 4.5
square miles and
are located along
two major corridors
of U.S. Highway

Clarkesville is the county seat of Habersham County,
and it is coming off the celebration of its 200th
anniversary last year. The city, named for Gen. John
C. Clark, governor of Georgia in 1819 and 1821, or his
father, Gen. Elijah Clarke, was chartered in 1823. The
elder Clarke was a Revolutionary War hero, according
to various versions of the city’s history.

Before Clarkesville became a frequented tourist
spot, it belonged to the Cherokee Indians, and
around 1540, Spanish explorer Hernando De Soto is
said to have made passage through what would later
become the city.

Years later, before the city became known as
f Clarkesville, white

settlers inhabited
. the area.
. Clarkesville In 1823, the
A city was surveyed

and planning for
its layout was

Property tax rate: 8.481
mills for Habersham
residents (2.662 Banks)
Population: 3,629 (2020
Census)

Phone: 706-778-6341 441 and state Route
Website: cityofbaldwin. 365 — two divided
org .

Mayor: Stephanie hl%h‘ﬁay.s' ,

Almagno alawin's -~
City Administrator: downtown park is
Emily Woodmaster expected to bring

more visitors —
both growers and
buyers alike - to the
downtown farmer’s
market.

Phone: 706-754-4216
Website: clarkesvillega.
com

Mayor: Barrie Aycock
City Administrator:

underway,

with the
streets named
for presidents
Washington,
Jefferson,
Madison and
Monroe, as well
as Benjamin
Franklin
and generals

) The park,
intended to serve

as a gathering
spot for young families who settle in Baldwin, is
expected to bring a great sense of community with
its completion.

Baldwin is also home to the Habersham County
Airport, which is growing each year and could
become an Airport of Regional Significance in the
next year.

VIVIANS-HOMES.COM

/IAN’S HOMES

'788 HWY. 441 BY-PASS BALDWIN GA

VIVIAN SCHOONMAKER  STEVE ASH
706-778-1688 ¢ 877-366-5511 ¢ (FAX) 706-778-1625
vivians@vivianshomes.net

Keith Dickerson
Property tax rate: 6.011 Greene, Wayne
mills and Marion of

Population: 1911 (2020 the American
Census) Revolution.
) Clarkesville

has a strong
undercurrent
of growth yet to manifest, but the city continues
to actively plan and account for the urban sprawl
expected to come from the Atlanta area, preplanning
for the future of a city many will start to call home in
the coming years.

WEIDNER LAW FIRM, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Q 706-754-9000 854 Washington St, Suite 300

™ info@NorthGeorgiaLawyers.com PO Box 2017

@ www.NorthGeorgiaLawyers.com Clarkesville, GA 30523

60 Hello Habersham | 2024



Cornelia was first a settlement around 1860. It was situated
near the old boundary line between the Cherokee and Creek Indian
tribes. In 1872, workers of the Atlanta and Charlotte Air Line Rail-
road (later Southern Railway) invaded the virgin forest. A roadbed
was cleared and graded, and tracks were laid from Gainesville to
Toccoa. In 1882, the Blue Ridge and Atlantic Railroad opened a line
that extended northward from the Atlanta and Charlotte Air Line
to Clarkesville and Tallulah Falls. The Tallulah Railway, as it came
to be called, carried passengers and freight from Cornelia to Frank-

lin, N.C.

/- The Big Red Apple monument
stands on the railway depot
grounds in downtown Cornelia.
The replica of the North Georgia
apple is constructed of steel and

concrete and was molded in

Winchester, Virginia, in 1925.
Cornelia is a pleasant, pictur-
esque small town at the gateway
to the North Georgia mountains.
It islocated at the juncture of
U.S. Highway 441 and state
Route 365 and has a population

‘Cornelia

—p

Phone: 706-778-8585
Website: www.cornelia.

ity around 4,500.

Mayor: John Borrow Cornelia’s city motto is “Let
TSl Ay the tracks lead you here.”

Donald Anderson e

Property tax rate: 95 Cornelia is adjacent to Lake

mills o Russell in the Chattahoochee
Population: 4,503 (2020 National Forest. Within its city
Census) limits, visitors will find numerous

_} attractions, such as the historic
Cornelia Community House.

The restored railroad depot in
the center of town is available for public and private events.

Chenocetah Tower is the last rock-constructed, working fire
lookout tower in the east and has been preserved through a coop-
erative effort between the U.S. Forest Service and local citizens’
groups.

Cornelia is home to a new city hall and fire station, the latter of
which has improved emergency response time in the southern end
of Habersham County.

A town founded on temperance, Demorest
is one of the most unique cities in Northeast
Georgia with several water springs.

Town founders ensured prohibition en-
forcement through the Demorest Home,
Mining & Improvement Company, which
purchased the 3,500 acres that would become
Demorest. Both
the town and
company were
named for Wil-
liam Jennings
Demorest, an
internation-
ally known
alcohol prohi-
bition leader.

The city
once had two
small lakes,
Demorest Lake
and South
Lake, built to
provide water
power for
the factories.

Demorest

Phone: 706-778-4202
Website: cityofdemorest.org
Mayor: Jerry Harkness

City Administrator: Mark
Musselwhite

Property tax rate: 6.16
Hotels ac- mills

Commodated Population: 2,022 (2020
visitors and a < Census)

small steam-

ship carried u
passengers across the lakes.

The city is home to Piedmont University.

Demorest was shaken by the economic
depression of 1893, including the bankruptcy
of the Demorest Home, Mining & Improve-
ment Company, and failure of many other
businesses.

Water still runs this city and it is the larg-
est supplier in Habersham County with over
450 miles of pipe. The Johnny Mize Athletic
Center and Museum, named for the Baseball
Hall of Famer and former Piedmont player
Johnny Mize, features memorabilia from his
career.

& Reclaimed
ood Products
Over 20 Years

r?' i a

ANTIQUE
HAND-HEWN TIMBERS

706-778-WOOD (9663)

countrywoodworks.com

RECLAIMED BARN BOARD

LOVE SHOULDN'T HURT

\e of 4
¢ O,o
C®

Lo

orks —
Wl Hora ' - '
& WOOD FLOORING \
190 Builders Parkway ESvNi:§JN:gr Ty e} INSiaRiNe D, e 506 MONROE STREET
Cornelia, GA 30531 (s CORNELIA THRIFT STORE
e Violence 142 LEE STREET

HELP AVAILABLE FOR
VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE:

® EMERGENCY SHELTER
® COUNSELING
* SUPPORT GROUP
* LEGAL ADVOCACY
® SAFETY PLANNING &
RELOCATION ASSISTANCE

CLARKESVILLE THRIFT STORE

24 HR. HOTLINE: 706-776-4673 Inspiring Hope and Freedom from Domestic Violence
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SERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1938

Habersham Electric
Membership Corporation

A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative }QT

n 6135 State Hwy. 115 West, Clarkesville www.haber;a\memc.com | W |

CHILD ADVOCACY AND
SEXUAL ASSAULT CENTER

Serving Habersham, Rabun
and Stephens Counties

CHILD ADVOCACY CENTER

POWER HOUSE ., .\ assauLt center

768 Hwy 123 Toccoa, Ga 30577
Power House: (706) 886-2290
24 Hour Crisis Line: (888) 782-1338

SUNDAY
Worship-9& 11 AM
Connect Groups - 10 AM

WEI]NES[]A‘_I'

Students - 6:
Adults - 6:00 &
Children - 6:0

level grore

baptist church

106-778-6371

157 OLD LEVEL GROVE RD., CORNELIA, GA 30531
WWW.LEVELGROVE.COM e OFFICE@LEVELGROVE.COM

Founded in 1874 by
arailroad promoter,
Mt. Airy has views of
the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains in Northeast
Georgia at an eleva-
tion of 1,545 feet.

Originally a re-
sort town filled with
summer cottages and
hotels during the glory
days of railroad travel
in the 1800s and early
1900s, the town hall Phone: 706-778-6990
was located on the site Website: townofmtairy.
of the former Mon- com '
terey Hotel until its By i
recent move to the Old City Administrator:

. Sheri Berrong
Mt. Airy Schoolhouse. Property tax rate: 391

. t. Airy ®

Heritage tourism mills
sites include the Mt. Population: 1,311 (2020
Airy Schoolhouse Census)
building and Eastview )
Cemetery, with grave-

stones dating from
the 1800s. The cemetery offers a beautiful mountain
view of Currahee Mountain to the east, beyond Lake
Russell Wildlife Management Area.

Mt. Airy is the home of Habersham Central High
School, which has been the county’s main secondary
school since 1970.

Tallulah Falls, founded Oct. 7, 1885, is situated in
Habersham and Rabun counties.

The town is about 1,570 feet above sea level. The
town was a popular
resort in Victorian days,
with visitors from the
hotter, southern part of
Georgia coming to town
on the Tallulah

Falls Railroad.
One of the pri-
mary attractions

of Tallulah Falls

is Tallulah Gorge

State Park. The gorge is

2 miles long and about

Phone: 706-754-6040 1,000 feet deep.

Website: tallulahfallsga. With swimming,

gov camping, hiking, bik-

Mayor: Mike Early ing, kayaking and state

;riﬁ?ertv tax rate: 6.473 park-sponsored events

Population: 199 (2020 and classes, there is an

Census) abgndance of activities to

) enjoy. The town hosts its

own free outdoors blue-

grass music in the spring and summer every year.
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" READERS' "
CHOICE

= ¢ BEST ASSISTED
L1vING FACILITY
e BEST BOSS

Magnolia Hills’
staff'is the tie
that binds this
amazing family
together.

— SusAnn Allen, RN, BSN

504 N. 44| Historic Highway Office Hours:
Demorest, GA 30535 Monday - Friday
(706) 839-7016 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

www.maghnoliahills.org
maghillsO2@gmail.com




Requirements and resources for new residents vary by geographic location - Habersham has
seven municipalities - please refer to specific city or town for details.

Utilities

Electricity:

Habersham EMC (Internet
service where fiber is
available)

6135 State Route 115 W.
Clarkesville, GA 30523
706-754-2114

Fax 706-839-6325

Website: habershamemc.com

Georgia Power

P.0. Box 786

Cornelia, GA 30531
706-776-4134

Fax 706-776-4119

Website: georgiapower.com

Natural Gas:

Atlanta Gas Light Co.
24-hour customer service/
emergency service
800-427-5463

4271 Mundy Mill Road
Oakwood, GA

Phone: 770-994-1946

Telephone, internet service

and cable television:
Windstream Communications
2000 Communications Blvd.
Baldwin, GA 30511

1-800-347-1991

Habersham County Post Offices
Alto Post Office: 706-778-7764
Baldwin Post Office: 706-778-2751
Clarkesville Post Office: 706-754-4614
Cornelia Post Office: 706-778-4714
Demorest Post Office: 706-778-8479
Mt. Airy Post Office: 706-778-8323

Tallulah Falls Post Office: 706-754-6011

Habersham County Schools

Under the leadership of Superintendent Matthew Cooper, Habersham County’s school system
includes 14 schools - eight elementary schools, three middle schools, a ninth-grade academy
(which includes the county’s alternative school), Habersham Success Academy and Habersham

Central High School.

Elementary

Baldwin Elementary

894 Willingham Ave., Baldwin GA
30511

706-778-6435

Principal: Rodney Long

Clarkesville Elementary
6539 Highway 115 West,
Clarkesville, GA 30523
706-754-2442

Principal: Georgia Pitts

Cornelia Elementary

375 0ld Cleveland Road, Cornelia,
GA 30531

706-778-6526

Principal: Dr. Darlene Hudson
(through 2024 spring)

Demorest Elementary

3116 Demorest-Mt. City Highway,
Demorest, GA 30535
706-778-4126

Principal: Lana Jones

Fairview Elementary

2925 Cannon Bridge Road,
Demorest, GA 30535
706-778-2030

Principal: Michelle Wilbanks

Hazel Grove Elementary

6390 Dicks Hill Parkway, Mt. Airy,
GA 30563

706-754-2942

Principal: Dr. Tim Goss

Level Grove Elementary

2525 Level Grove Road, Cornelia,
GA 30531

706-778-3087

Principal: Aimee Shedd

Woodville Elementary

911 Historic Old Highway 441,
Clarkesville, GA 30523
706-754-4225

Principal: BJ Addison

Middle Schools

Hilliard A. Wilbanks Middle
School

3115 Demorest-Mt. Airy Highway,
Demorest, GA 30535
706-894-1341

Principal: Chris Chitwood

North Habersham Middle School
1500 Wall Bridge Road,
Clarkesville, GA 30523
706-754-2915

Principal: Dr. Adam Bagwell

South Habersham Middle School
237 0ld Athens Highway, Cornelia,
GA 30531

706-778-7121

Principal: Daphne Penick

Secondary Schools
Ninth Grade Academy

171 Raider Circle, Mt. Airy, GA
30563

706-778-0830

Principal: David Leenman

Habersham Success Academy
171 Raider Circle, Mt. Airy, GA
30563

706-894-3056

Principal: Vickie Martin

Habersham Central High School
2059 Highway 197 South, Mt. Airy,
GA, 30563

706-778-7161

Principal: Dr. Jonathan Stribling

Private schools

Tallulah Falls School

Founded in 1909, Tallulah Falls
School is an independent,
co-educational boarding and

day school serving more than

500 students in grades five-

12. Academics and character
development are at the heart of the
Tallulah Falls School experience.

TFS is located on 500 acres in
Habersham and Rabun Counties.
Dr. Larry Peevy is Head of School
for Tallulah Falls.

For more information about TFS,
visit tallulahfalls.org or call 706-
754-0400.

The Torch Christian Academy
The Torch Christian Academy

in Demorest offers 3-year-olds
through fifth-grade students

“a challenging curriculum

with Christian values infused
throughout all lessons,” according
to Director Carrie Akers.

For more information about the
Torch Christian Academy, visit
thetorchchristianacademy.net, call
706-778-4063, ext. 107, or email
cakers@thetorch.net.

Trinity Classical School

Trinity Classical School is a
Christian school located at Hazel
Creek Baptist Church in Mt. Airy.
TCS is accredited by the Georgia
Accrediting Commission, and
serves students from kindergarten
through 12th grade. Its mission

is to covenant with parents and
educate children through the
Christian Classical model. The head
of school is Susan Ramsey. For more
information about Trinity Classical
School, visit trinityclassical.org or
call 706-894-2404.

Colleges

Piedmont University
165 Central Ave.
Demorest, GA 30535
706-778-3000
Piedmont.edu

North Georgia Technical College
State Route 197 North
Clarkesville, GA 30523
706-754-7700

Northgatech.edu
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Property Tax Rate;  District 1: Bruce Palmer, bpalmer@habershamga.com
12.682 mills District 2: Dustin Mealor, dmealor@habershamga.com
District 3: Jimmy Tench, jtench@habershamga.com

EMS Tax Rate: District 4: Bruce Harkness, bharkness@
0.825 mills habershamga.com
Hospital Bond: District 5: Ty Akins, takins@habershamga.com
0.842 mills (Chairman)

GEORGIA ASSEMBLY U.S. CONGRESS

Rep. Victor Anderson U.S. Sen. Jon Ossoff (D-Ga.)

(R-Cornelia) Atlanta

612-G Coverdell 3280 Peachtree Road NE, Suite 2640

Legislative Office Bldg. Atlanta, GA 30305

Atlanta, GA 30334 Phone: 470-786-7800

Office: 404-656-0325 Washington: Hart Senate Office Building, Suite

victor.anderson@house. 825 B&C, Washington, DC 20510

ga.gov Phone: 202-224-3521

Rep. Chris Erwin U.S. Sen. Raphael Warnock (D-Ga.)

(R-Homer) Washington, DC

504-A Coverdell Dirksen Senate Office Building, Suite B40D
Legislative Office Bldg. Washington, DC 20510

Atlanta, GA 30334 Phone: 202-224-3643

Office: 404-656-0188
Email: chris.erwin@
house.ga.gov

U.S. Rep. Andrew Clyde (R-Ga.)
Gainesville

210 Washington St NW, Suite 202
Gainesville, GA 30501

Phone: 470-768-6520

Washington: 1504 Longworth House Office
Building, Washington, DC 20515

Phone: 202-225-9893

Sen. Bo Hatchett
(R-Cornelia)

109 State Capitol

Atlanta, GA 30334

Office: 404-656-7454
ho.hatchett@senate.ga.gov

County Recreation Facilities

The Ruby Fulbright Aquatic Center has two swimming pools — a recreational pool
and an eight-lane fitness pool. Open swimming is allowed daily per the current pool
schedule. Two indoor gymnasiums, a fitness and exercise room and two meeting
rooms are available. The pool and baskethall courts are free to use for Habersham
County residents. Outside, there are two tennis courts and a new slate of pickleball
courts, along with two football fields and multiple soccer, baseball and softball
fields. All county facilities are available for rental by contacting the Habersham
County Parks and Recreation Department at 706-754-3650.

Contact Information
Habersham County Parks
and Recreation Department
Ruby Fulbright Aquatic Center

Brooke Whitmire, director
bwhitmire@habershamga.com
120 Paul Franklin Road
Clarkesville, GA 30523

706-839-0234; habershamga.com/parks-and-recreation
Registration for programs: habershamga.recdesk.com/Community/Home

Driver’s licenses: (No office in Habersham County)
Georgia Driver Services Georgia Driver Services

62 E. Doyle St. 1010 Aviation Blvd.
Toccoa, GA 30577 Gainesville, GA 30501
678-413-8400 678-413-8400

Since 1998

MON~SAT
10~S 30

FULLLINE ART SUPPLIES
FINE ART & POTTERY

ART & POTTERY CLASSES
ﬂHI I_"_I_ HRN BIRDING SUPPLIES

ART + RETISTS « ART SUPPLIES OUTDOOR DECOR

7 U 6-7 5 4-1 2 4 7 Greg, Gail and Tonya Kimsey i

ARTFULLBARMESGMAIL.LOM ARTFULLBARMN.COM

ORTHOSPINOLOGY IS THE ANSWER

f’lqo Onhospinslogy is a specific procedune within the chiropractic fiekl The
1 E % Orthospinology procedure is o painbess spinal comection thal restores
Iy balunce & reactivates the body™s putural healing ability,
,%'! I Wear R.E.D on Friday, Remembering Everyone Deployed |
wusmmenumre  GENtle Specific Care

= e e——n

+ Lightforce Laser
Therapy

* Neck Pain

+ Headaches

+ Chronic Fatigue

- Sciatica

| + Chronic Pain - TMJ

(706) 839-1005

4T3 5 Washington Fireel Sulte C Clarkesville, GA 30570
Aororss From MeDonsids

Brittany, Dr. Roderic “Bo” Rochester,
Lexi & Abby

NO POPPING, CRACKING OR TWISTING OF THE NECK

ADVAN TAG E

INSURERS,

We Shop, You Save, i\

That’s the Power of an ",,,depende,,t
Independent Agent! \ Ndgent™

800-366-8689

. www.advins.com e oML
706-754-1590 706-865-3400
691 Historic Hwy 441, Demorest, GA

Auto « Home
Business ¢ Farm o Life

- SERVING HABERSHAM
' | AND WHITE COUNTIES
SINCE 1997

EMILY PAGE

JUSTIN LEDFORD
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A&R HOMES ..o 66  Duncan &Kitchens LLC............ 55
Advantage Insurers ................. 65  Ellinete 25
All About MONFO€ .......eeeevennneee. 6  Esteamed Solutions ............... 44
Amanda Stewart Real Estate ...17  Ethicon 21
American Pacific Mortgage .......5  EXpressMed..........oeeerveerveerenee 55
Art-Full Barn Faith's Power House ................ 62
Bed Shoppe........ceeeeeveeeereneeens Family Resource Center .......... 33
Blake Rainwater & Associates.27  Farm BUr€AU ........ceevveerennee 29
Boys & Girls Clubs ........ucuunnee. 14 Fit for You By Margaret............ 33

Caldwell Electrical Contractors ....30
Campbell’s Clean & More......... 25

Freedom Business Management .45
FWS Cafe 49

Cathey & Strain P.C. .................. 11 Georgia Skin Cancer

CONtUIY 21 cueeeeeeeeererecreerreneenne 25 & Aesthetic Dermatology ........ 48
Chiropractic Spine ... 65  Georgia United Credit Union ...53
Circle of HOPE ....coeveeeeeeeneee 61  Glen-Ella Springs

City Butcher & Fish................... 25  Inn & Restaurant..........ccceuuen. 45
City of Clarkesville ................ 39  Habersham Board of Education ...43
City of Cornelia Habersham Chamber

Clarkesville Veterinary Hosptial .29 of COMMErCe ...u.ceueeveeeeeeenees 2
Classic Car Depot ........ceeeeee.e. 19 Habersham County

Cleaner Living Home ............... 18  Sheriff's Department .............. 43
Country Boy Sports................. 30  Habersham EMC...........coeeuuee. 62
Country Wood Works................ 61  Habersham Health Department 59
Dairy Queen 15 Habersham Retreat ................. 45
David McCay Builders.............. 44  Hayes 23
Double Crown Performance ....49  Hillside Memorial Chapel......... 18
Dugout Sports Bar ................. 33 Holland Produce...........ouue.... 25

COMMUNITIES

A&R Homes is a family owned local builder, with
communities in Habersham and the surrounding
counties in North Georgia. Our communities feature
quality homes in all sizes and price ranges.

Gl
5:. 4 g;l

Contact us for more
information:
C 678.865.7370
0 770.495.5050
AandRCommunities.com

Hulsey Wrecker Service........... 49
Jewelry EXpressions ................ 13
Joy Ward Accounting ............... 32
Kaya Vineyard & Winery......... 89
King Vision Care ........c.ceceveveee. 19
KW Lanier Partners ................. 67
L&D FIOXiSt cevveevereereerreenrennenns 49
Lake & Laurel .......ceeverveerecrnene 19
Level Grove Baptist Church......62
Magnolia Hills ........c.evveereenneee. 63
Manning Brothers ................... 27
McAllister Tree Service ........... 66
McGahee-Griffin

& Stewart Funeral Home.......... 46
Medlink 59
Midway Electric Inc..........u....... 52

Mountain Lakes Medical Center 3
North Georgia Technical College ..29

0ld Towne Pub ......ceeevververrennnee 25
Palm Springs Plumbing .......14,32
Perry Gas 47
Pets Unleashed .........cc.ceeuunene. 25
Piedmont University ............... 4
Pinnacle Bank

Pip’s POOL INC...veeveerrrrcrnrernene
Pluckin’ Awesome Gifts............ 25

Rape Response

RJ’s Wrecker Service................ 25
S&S SEPLIC e 30
Sautee Nacoochee Cultural Center.55
Shook’s Landscaping ............... 49
Smith Hulsey Law ............... 34,35
SouthState Bank ................. 32
Spoiled Rotten Boutique.......... 26
SUZArtOPIA ..vevveevevecrerrenrenrenne 49
Summit Outdoors LLC.............. 45
Sutton Tire 51
Sweet Southern Cafe................ 25
Tallulah Falls School................ 68
Tonya Brady Real Estate.......... 49
Town Of AltO «..eoveveveereeeerenee. 26
Trailwave 7
Trinity Classical School............. 51
VFW Post 51
Vivian's Homes.........ceeevvervennnee 60
Way2Baked..........ccoeeveerreerrennn. 49
WCON 51
Weidner Law Firm ..........c.e.. 60
Wilbank’s Body Shop Inc.......... 14
Wolf Creek BBQ........cceevveereneee. 32
Woods Mercantile ... 4

York’s Garage

FOR OVER 28 YEARS

| J’“

706-778-7527

- McAllister
’ TREE SERVICE

mcallistertree@gmail.com
mcallistertreeservice.com

ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST
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_, | THE OUNTRYS .ARE WITH THE ]
“1 AGENTS 1 COMPANY

|  FOCUSED ON ONE THING.
G

{
3
f‘a ?
G 1|L
N

SELLING or BUYING REAL ESTATE?
Ve Make the right move by contacting any ‘}
D

T of our PROFESSIONAL AGENTS.

kW aner  Call 706-839-7355.
PARTNERS Serving all of beautiful
3 KELLERWILLIAMS.  North Georgia.

i € Thank you Habersham County for ¢
your contlnued supportI \




&, TALLULAH FALLS SCHOOL
201 Campus Drive e Tallulah Falls, GA 30573
706-754-0400 e www.tallulahfalls.org

-
Tallulah Falls School

o Independent, co-educational, college-preparatory
* Day and boarding, grades 4-12
o Character development program
« 100% college acceptance
* 21 on-campus college courses
» 9:1 student/faculty ratio
o Leader in need-based financial aid
o Innovative tuition-freeze program
o 40-plus athletic teams




